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Amos 5. verſ. 23, 24. Take thou away from me 
the noiſe of thy Songs « for 1 will not hear the me- 
tody of thy Viols. 

' But let judgment run down 45 waters, and righteouſ- 

meſs as a mighty ſtream. 


E8T is the unſpeakable Folly of vain 
EA man, when he lyes under the 


which looks like Duty ( though never ſo ſleight 
and formal) will ſerve the turn, to ſmooth Gods 
brow, to turn away his wrath, and to take the 
ſinner into favour again. | 

As if the holy God ( who is preſent every 
where, and knoweth all things ) was either igno- 
rant, or unmindfull of inward diſpoſitions and 
afteions, and had reſpe& only to outward a&i- 
ons and deportments in Religious undertakings ;- 
_ Aep. 


1 Sam; 16.5. Afen indeed look oz the out wird apprawiyce, but the 


Jeb 35. 13- 


Divi. 


Lord looketh on the heart : Surzly ( faith Elihu) God 
will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty re- 


gard #t. 


To take the eſtimate of Divine myſteries, accor- 
ding to the [ſhallow ſcantling of common ſence and 
opinion, argues groſs ignorance and blindneſs of 
mind, and is a fad indication of a carnal and un- 
converted cſtate. 

Thus many in a day of fears (as did the ſinning 
Iſraelites) go on blindfold in uty, reſting in 
their outſide performances, which are no better 
than the Sacrifices of fools, the blind axd the lame, 
and that which coſt them nought. . Yet in theſe vain 
Oblations, they will ſecurely conhde, and now 
conclude themſelves ſufficiently guarded, again 
the loudeft thunders of moſt terrible Commi- 
nations. 


But how highly the great God is diſpleaſed, 


with ſuch empty, inſignificant Services, we may 
clearly perceive from the Scripture now before us ; 
where he abominates and rcjefts them, and ſevere- 
ly prohibites the Formalifts farther procedure and 
continuance in them : Take thou awry from me the 
noiſe of thy Songs; for 1 will not hear the melody of 
thy Viels, &Cc. 

Which words contain a Prohibition, and a Pre- 
cept : The Prohibition in the 234. v. is tempered 
with 1ndignation ; the Precept in the 247h. calls for 
Reformation: Or, in the Text ( confidered with its 
coherence) we have weported and reproved the 
great Corruptions and Diſorders in Church and 
Stake. '@ | | The 


3) 
' The (hurch was guilty of will-worſhip and $#: 
perſtition, the State of {7uclty and Oppreſſion ; both 
theſe muſt be removed, before God will be i»- 
treated. 

Reformation is firſt to begin at the Charch, 
but it is not to cnd there; the ſtream thereof 
muſt run thorow the Szaze in like manner, that 


ſo it may refrelh , and make glad the whole City p11. 46. 4: 


of God. 


The waters of the SanQuary, which were firſt rc. 45. 


to the ankles, afterward increaſed to be up to the 
knees, anda then to the loins, and at the laft they be- 
came 4 great River, waters to ſwim in, 4a River that 


_ could not be paſſed over, which ifſſned toward the Eaft 


Country, and 148 down into the Deſart. Such 
ſhould be the ftream of Juſtice, it ſhould run 
thorow the whole Country, that none may com- 
plain of the want of it ; but that every one'may 
have a free and eaſte acceſs unto it 5 that ſo righte- 
ouſneſs and judgment may be executed for all that are 
oppreſſed, Pl. 103. v. 6. 
' Thus you have the Divifion, I ſhall now pre- 
cced to the Expoſition of the Text. 

And firſt, briefly of the Prohibition, Take thou 
away ſrbm me the noiſe of thy Songs, &Cc. | 

Theſe words admit of divers readings, which do 
nothing vary from the ſence of our Exgliſh Yer- 


fron; wherefore I need not run out time, to repeat 


them to you. 
There's a A7eiofis in this verſe, Minmw dicttur, 


plus intelligitur ; for we are' not only to under- 


Rand the Lords Giſlike of their Ceremonies, and 


» OuPere: 


fl | 


Qu. 


Anſ. 1. Nega- 


tively. 


To 


Sacrifice , than 


(4) 


Superſtitious Services, (though that be fad 


enough, ſeeing it is his approbation and accep- 
tance, that makes our performances of any worth 
or fignificancy) but alſo his exceeding hatred and 
abhorrence of them, as things which he could no 
longer endure, nor would he any more be burdened 
with chem, and therefore he bids them take away 
theſe provecations from him, viz. the noiſe of their 
Songs, and the melody of their Piols. 

Which expreſſions do hguratively include all 
the 1ſraelites Feſtivals, Incenſe, Sacrihces, and ex- 
ternal Services, ſpoken of in the foregoing weyſes, 


Where the Lord by his Prophet declareh his great 
diſpleaſure againſt them, and in this verſe, his arter 


r:jettion of them. 

But it may be Quary'd, Why would God caft 
off, and forbid the offering up of thoſe Sacrifices, 
and the performance of that Service, which he 
himſelf had commanded ? ; 


To this Ianſwer, (1) Negatively. 


God doth not here fimply and abſolutely reje& 


the Sacrifices and Service of his ows inſtitution, 
but together with theſe, he requires a due admini- 
ſtration of Judgment and Juſtice, and if either 
may be omitted and put off, he had rather it be 
Tudgment , according to Druſins 
upon the place, who hath therefore rendred the 
following verſe, Potins volvatur ut aqua Judicinm, 
rather let Tudgment roul down as water, (q.d.) 
rather then with the negleR of 'rhis, you preſume 
to draw nigh to God, though in the wayes of his 


own appointment ; And in this ſence is that 


Scripture 
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Scripture to &@ underſtood, Mat. 9. 13. 1 will have Qui ine: 
mercy and not Sacrifice ; (i. e.) mercy rather then HEY 6 
Sacrifice. x: © gui juftitianm © 
The Lord preferrs juſtice, mercy, and peace, 2» {ar ; 9a 
before Sacrifices ; the ſubfance of the ſecona, be- | as roads 
fore the ceremonies of the firſt Tablez and is graci- Deum; 9ui ho- 
ouſly pleaſed that his own immediate Service / "950", 699 
{hould ftay for theſe, as you may read Xar.5 .23,24. ables 77 i 
If thou bring thy gift tothe Altar, and there remen.- "an cir. 
breſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt thee : Leave etfere hes = 
there thy gift before the Altar, and go thy way, fir ſacra ſunt. Sic 


apud nos reli- 


be reconciled to thy Brother, and then come and offer ker a8 th 
thy gift. - qui juſtior.. 
Nor 24aly. were all thoſe external Rites and Ce- Minucius Felix. 
remonies obſerved by the 1ſraclizes (I mean the zex as | 
Tribes, whom our Prophet here all along chicfly 
reproves ) complexly conſidered, of Gods Inftitu- 

tion, and therefore the Lord calls them their Songs, 

and the melody of their Yiols; they had foifted in 


-many things of their own invention, and ſo became 


ouilty of #i/l- worſhip, yea, and of curſed 1dolatry. 

Neither /aftly , did they frequent the pabligne _ 
place, viz. the Temple at Jeruſalem, which the , 
Lord had then choſen to himſelf, for an houſe of Sa- , &,.. _., 
crifice, partly to ſhadow forth the great myſtery of 
their Salvation by Chriſt, and partly to preſerve 
the whole body of the Fews, in unity of Faith and ,.... .. 
Religion, and that there might be no rexts and 14: 
diviſions among them. LES 

But they, like men, tranſgreſſed the Covenant, ,- - . 
and Commandments of their God, and wor. 
ſhipped the golden Calves, os. Feroboam ( that 


N0nes 


7 


atten 


none-ſuch ſor impiety ) had ſet upat Dan and Be- 
Pi. 78. 53, 59. #hels Thus did they provoke the Lord to anger with 
their High places, and moved him to jealonfie with 
their graven Images. Now when God heard this, he 
w45 wrath, and greatly abherred Iſrael. : 
: Poſitively, But then Poſitively, their Sacrifices. and Songs 
_ were rejected ; 

T.  Fir#t, Becauſe they put ſo much confidence in 
tax wkred.y © them, as to think to ſet off with God, and to cx- 
Deo, gas a piace for their ſins, by their outward Forms ard 
ſimpliciter abo- (exemonies, though they negleed the ſubſtantials 
7 pan ue; ana witals of Religion , the Gagirs « 5% 15s, the 
fide & pani- weightier matters of the Law,viz. Tudgment, Mercy, 
entis ea fer- 104 Faith. 
and Karr | Hence it was, that their Oblations became vain, 
putarent eſſe their Incenſe an abomination to the Lord, ana their 
| it genre Be ſolemn meetings which they thcmſclves were very 
15.8, | highly conceited of ) he comld not away with: 
Ila. 1.13. FSoraet in cor fpeity judicis, quid fulget in conſpetts 
operantis ; That which was fair in their eyes, was 
filthy in the ſight of God. 


2. 2aly, Becauſe they were a wicked people, 


which even hated to be reformed + and to ſuch 


Pfa). 56.16, God ſaith, what haſt theu 71 4o to declare my ſta- 
tutes, or that thou ſhould ft take my Covenant into 
thy momh ? ſeeing thou tatef} in: wition, and caſteſt 

Proy. 15, 8. 1) word: behind thee. The S467! frre of the wicked 
is abomination ; how muc9 more when he bringeth it 
with a wicked 7:42%? Prov. 21. 27. 

The ſweceteft melody hath bt an harſh ſound 

in the ears of Gd, when wicked men make it : 

eph.5.1g., Sirging mall be with grace in the heart: And, 
| the 
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the Sacrifices of God are a broken ſpirit, a broken and Pa. 51. 19. 
| | a contrite heart, O God, thog wilt not deſpiſe. 
+ This for the Anſwer of the Query: The Noze 
from the words take thus. | h 
Meer out fide, formal performances are ſo far from Dot 
procuring the Lords acceptation, that they provoke 
_ to indignation againſt all Hypocrites in Re- 
igion. 
To offer many Sacrifices with the Papiſts, with- 
out obedience, is no better in their own Toſtatue ' 
phraſe, than /udium nequitie, a kind of deyotioi, 
I by which a man takes much pains to offend his 
Maker, - And however men cry up their own 
way, yet they will find, that want of a divine aps yid. Hol.8.1;: 
probation will undo all. 
If we ſearch the Scriptures, we ſhall find ſeveral 
<5 Inſtances, which may ſufficiently ſerve for the 
proof of this ſtartling ference ; of fo great an 
heap, I ſhall gather ſparingly. 
| We read Gez. 4- 4, 5. how that God had re- 
ſpe& to Abels rffering, and not to Cains; the Au- 
thor of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews gives the reaſon 
hereof, Heb 1. 4. By faith Abel offered nnto 
God & more acceptable Sacrifice, than Cain s Abel 
offered by faith, and Cain without faith, and there- 
fore God accepted Abels Sacrifice , and rejected 
| Cans. 
Nadab and Abihu offered ſlrange fire, and by fire 
from es they were conſumed, Levit. 10. I. 2% 
Foraſmuch as the Lord was not ſanihed by them, 
er approaches to him, therefore he would be 
an 


ifted #pop ther, in their deſtruction, 
B 2 as. 


LL 


Mat; 23, 


Af! lice 
-UOſe 1. 


Foy Reproof of 


Papifts. 


Afﬀts 4. 12» 
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Mal. 1.14. There's a curſe upon the deceiver, 
which hath in his. flock a male, and wvoweth and ſacri- 


freeth to the Lord a corrupt thing. 


And how many dreadfull wes, no fewer then 
ſeven, in one Chapter, doth our bl:fled Saviour 
thunder out, againſt the hypocritical Scribes and 
Phariſees, who did all their works, Theatrico more, 
that they might be ſcen of men, and have a 
plauaite. | 

Many more proofs might be added , but theſe 
may ſuffice : And if it was ſcaſonable to enlarge 
here, I might give ſome Reaſons of the Point, 
taken from the greatneſs, holineſs, and juſtice of 
God, who will not hold them guiltleſs, that take his 
ame in vain. 

But I cannot ſtay upon theſe ; briefly to apply. 

Firſt, This reproves our Adverſarics the Pa- 
piſts, and overthrows their rotten do&rine of reſt- 
ing 72 opere operato, of aſcribing merit to their 
own works, to their Faſtinps, Prayers, Penance, Pit- 
grimages, Almſaceds, and the like; neither will 
their quaint. diftinions of fir axd ſecond juitifi- 
cation, and of works before ana. after converſion; 
make a ſnfficterr- prop, to ſhore up their dorine 
of merit, and to keep it ſrom falling to: the 
ground ; foraſmuch as the ſacred Scriptures 
fully inform us, that there i5 no other name or 
merit whereby we can be ſaved, then by Teſus 
Chriſt. | | 
Hence the great Apoſtle: conrted all things loſs 
and dung, for the excellency of the knowleaze of Chriſt 
Teſws bus Lord, Phil. 3. 8. 


When 
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When we have done all we can, we are to ac- ,.,.. x 

Drift xs efb ca- 

knowledge our felves to be unprofitable Servants : nat; gratie,& 

The bloud of (hrift ( and that alone ) is remedy ** i% nobs 

for the killing of ſin, ſo ſaid Mr. Bradford, that 1,11 9% 
holy man of God. | = Daven. 

And it was a pious expreflion of deyout Bernard, 

Lavat 70s lackrymarum imber, magis autem lavat 
aqua illa precioſa, que de fonte pietatis (i. e.) latere 
Chriſci emanavit. | 

We are not ſaved then, for our good works, and The Book of 
yet God will not ſave us without them; they are =—_—_ ' +hgy 
vie ad 1egunm, u0n canſa regnandi, as the ſame Fa- par 2. ls 
ther oblerves. 

Not by works of righteouſneſs, which we have Ti. 3. 5,6. 
done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the | 
waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Gho#t : which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Feſus » 
Chriſt our Saviour. $ 

This reproves all Formalifts, and hypocritical Of > _, 

; Ls For Reproof of 
Profeſſors, who draw nigh to God with their mouth, x4;1y,1,65. 
and honour him with their lips, but their hears i Nas. 15.8. 
far from him. « 

Now the heart is that, which God chiefly 
requires, and looks for in- duty, Prov. 23. 26«. 
24y Son give me thine heart, (q.d.) Let thy mind 
be. wholly intent and applyed to me, renounce 
thy ſelf, and ſet thy love only and wholly upon 
the Lord. 

The heart of man is Gods beſt Temple, 
where he dwels with delight, if it- be beauti- 


fied and adorned with humility , charity , and 


righteouſneſs. 
It: 


Col. 3. 23: 24: | 


ft. 
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Quicquid cor It is the heart that makes every Religious per- 
non fact, 9 formance, medullatum Sacrificium, 4 marrowy S4a- 
Urnobius in his CFifiee > well-pleafing and acceptable unto the 
Pock' agairit Lord. 
—tnxrggare Among the Heathens, it was a Cuſtom, when 
God is not ce the Beaſt was cut up for Sacrifice, the firſt thing 
ken wh ſuch which the Prieft look'd upon, was the heart, and 
0 Nie” if the heart was naught, the Sacrifice was rejeRed ; 
ard Szcriices, Yo "twill be here, in the worſhip of the true God, 
49 Hay 4: ©** Heart ſervice ts the belt ſervice. 
2.5, Anho- Laſtly, Let us all hence be exhorted, to be fin- 
veit, Imcere  Cere 1N the ſervice of our God, to adorn our Pro- 
1:t.c.  {efſiza by an Holy life, and a Goſpel converſation ; 
lices in the ard whatſoever we ao, let ws do it heartily, as unto 
Wort >P: 107" God, and not-unto men; Knowing that of the Lord, 
For Exlorly. We ſball receive the reward of the inheritance, for we 
Hen. ſerve the Lora (hrift. | 
Let us offer unto God, the pure Grapes of a 
pruned Vine, loving him above all, and aur Neigh- 
bour, as our ſelves : for this is more then all whole 
Burnt offerings and Sacritices, 

FII conclude this former part of my Texr, in 


the words of a Reverend and Learned Bilhop : 


Bp. Reynolds Chriftians muſt not ſuffer, either the meer form of 


Serm. Lcauty 


" 1B.  Goddineſs to ſwallow up the power, or the pretence of 


power to ſhut out the form; but we muſt give the 
Lord, both that inward and outward hononr, which 
is due unto his Holy name, in all our ſolemn atten- 
dances upon him. 

Now to paſs from the 1»hibition of fin committed, 
to the /7jundion of duty omitted : And the good 


Lord help us all, to leave off the purſuit of fin, 


and 
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derable.: as 


ſtream. | 
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and to fall upon the practice of duty, of the great - 2.4, al 
duty in my Text, that Magrfrates eſpecially (who , 
are chiefly concerned in it ) may endeavour car- 
neftly , ro ler judgment rou! down as Wwatcrs, and 
rightecuſneſs as 4 michty ſtr eam. 

la -tch Precept, there are two things confi- 


Firt, An Axtithefis, the adverſative particle Fg 
but, iritimaies an oppoſition to their Muſical Inc 4 4nrnheſis, 
ſtruments and Songs, which, though parts of 
Gods Service, are rejected, in the precedent werſe, 
becauſe they were defiled with | hypocrifie and 
1mpiety. 

The zen Tribes put much fireſs, upon Intervals, 
Circumſtantials, and Ceremonials ;: Now in this 
verſe, they are minded of the great and weighty 
matters of the Law, viz, judgment and righteou- 
neſs, which they are alſo commanded to execute 
and perform. | 

2dly. Here's Loci a comparatis 5 wherein judg- 2+ 
ment , and running waters, righteouſneſs, and #5 cm: 
mighty flreams are compared rogether. Judg- Wc: = 
ment and righteouſucſs imply righteous judg- | 
ment, or an adminiftraticn of judgment righteouſly, 
in a plentifull. rm, and invariable manner, 
for it is to roul down 4 waters, and as a mighty 


Which Scripture, ſome Interpreters of good 
note ( as Lyra, A Lapide, and Tremelius ) under- 
ſtand of a torrent of Judgments, threatned in 
righteouſneſs, againſt 7/rael, for theic crying fins, 
whereby they ſhould be carried away into Capti- | 


P ind 


Dpct. 


Nr. Baxter 
Care of 

Church- D:v:i- 
{10Ns, 


vity, as things arc violent 


- 


(9 
ly carried down, by a 
ſtrong and rapid ſtream... 

I ſhall leave theſe learned Authors to abound in 
their own ſence, and take the words as they are 
commonly received, by Expolitors of great eſteem 
alſo, and more in number, then the former ; theſe 
are Vatablus, CaFtalio, Livelins, Gualter, Druſins, 
Gretizs, Piſcator, and (alvin: All which Authors, 
beſides ſeveral others, as the Unutch Annotations, 
Diodat, Mayer, and Hutcheſon, ( it would be too 
tedious to cite them, in their own words ) under- 
tand this Command, according to the ſence al- 
ready hinted at, viz. of a diligent, impartial exc- 
cution of judgment, and an abounding in the fruits 
thereof ; that there be no unjuſt dealings among 
men, but that all unrighteouſneſs be born down, 
and quite taken away, as hay, or ſtubble, by ſwift 
running waters. 

The words thus opened, reſolye themſelves into 
this pradtical Obſervation : VIZ. 

A vigorous ana conflant adminiſtration of true 
and riahteous judgment, 4 4 duty of grand concern- 
ment, to a people profeſſing Religion. 

Judgment ( as a learned Author hath well di- 
tinguiſhed in a Book lately ſet forth ) is privare 
or publique ; the Tudicium privatum aijcretionis, 
which is the guiae of rational as, belongeth to 
every private man ; the Tadicium publicam is either 
in fors Civili, determining in order to corporal co- 


| action, and this belongeth only to the Magiſtrate ; 


or it is 73; foro Ecclefie, in order to Church Commu. 
nion, or Excommunication : Thus far ke. 


Now. 


) 

Now, it is the Fudicium publicum in foro Civili, 
that I am to diſcourſe of, at this time ; and this 
( as you have heard ) is principally incumbent on 
Magiſtrates, who are not to hear the ſword in vain, 
out of formality, or for faſhion ſake, bur for the 
terrowr of evil avers, and for the praiſe of them that 
ao well; for the keeping of the Laws of God and 
the Land, and for the proteRion of the innocent ; 
that they may ſit every man under his own Vine, and 
Figg-tree, and none may make them afraid, according 
to that promiſe, Micah 4. 4. 

The ftream of Juſtice (I ſay) muſt flow from 
the /awfull Magiftrates, and be derived from them 
to the people, as the precious oyntment, that was 
poured on Aarons head, trickled down to the Skirts 
of his garments. © ' 

Holy Writ abounds in proof of the Obſervatiop, 
ſo that *tis not only the DoQarine of my Texr, but 
of many other Scriptures alſo. 

I ſhall be your Remembrancer of ſome few of 
them, as of that parallel place, 7/a. 1. v. 16, 17,18. 
waſh ye, make you clean, put away the evil of your 
doings, from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil: Learn 
to do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge 
the fatherleſs. plead for the widow. 

The ſame injunction you have in P/al. 82. v. 3,4. 
How long will ye judge unjuſtly, and accept the per- 
ſons of the wicked? Defend the poor and fatherleſs, 
do juſtice to the afflicted and needy: rid them out of 
the hand of the wicked. | 

Be pleaſed alſo to conſider that Scripture, 
Zech, 8. v. 16, 17. Theje are the things that ye 

CG . = 


{ball do, ſpeak ye every man the truth to his neigh- 
bour, execute the judgment of truth ana peace in your 
vates 5 And let none of you imagine evil in your 
heart azainst his neighbour, and love no falſe Oath, 
for all theſe are the things that 1 hate, ſaith the 
Lora. 

And in the 6th, of Micah v. 8. He hath ſhewed : | 
thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth the Lord- 
require of thee, but to do quſtly, and to love mercy, | 
and to walk humbly with thy God ? 

All theſe places are fo many clear proofs of this = 
oareat truth, viz. that the Lord requireth, eſpeci- | 
ally of men profeſſing picty, that they ſhould | 
make conſcience of juſtice and equity, in their 
mutual dealings one with another; tt at fo they | 


may prove the {incerity of their Profeſſion, and 
may adorn it by an anſwerable converſation, that | 
their whole life may be (as one phraſeth it) j 
Index & Commentarins Evangelit 5 an Index and 
(ommentary of the Bible. | 


Meitod pro- In: the farther proſecution of this Obſervation, 
Pons. I ſhall endeavour three things. 
1. The Explication. | 
2. The Confirmation : and i" o 


3- The Application of it. 


1. For Expli- Jn the Explication I ſhall purſue the Metaphor, 
cation. in theſe following ſingularities ; The ronling aown P 
of jucgment as waters, and righteouſneſs as a mighty 

\ Sream, inplys = : | 
paſa 7 Firſt, Copionſneſs of judgment, an abounding in 
judgment, acts of juſtice + Thus according to Yatablas, Sit 
multa 


\ 


=) / 
multa juſtitia; and Grotins, Tus apud te at aqua pro- 
finat, & benignit as, ut torrens'rapidus. MP IST: 

In-broad running Rivers, waters are very plen- ,,, ur jufitis 
tifullz thus Juſtice muſt be adminiftred , not by c#latur fmpli- | 
halves, in a driſling ſcantling manner, here a /ittle paſſin ou. 
and there a little ; but plentifilly, yea, abundantly, a::. & ubique 
that ſo 'it may reach 4/4, high and low, rich and "7 _ 
poor, juſt aud unjuſt, ( «5s God makes the rain to of fasuti, vid. 
deſcend upon both } that the ove may be rewarded, Dr. in loc, 
and the other puniſhed ; for herein conſiſts true Y** 5- 45- 

6 f . . , . 
judgmentand juſtice, according to So/ox, who ſaid, 
A State was held together by two things, viz. Re- 
ward and Puniſhment. 

In 2 Sam. 8.v. 15. we read, that King David 
executed judgment and juitice to all the people. Let 
theſe fountains (then) be diſperſed abroad, and 
rivers of waters in the ſtreets, Prov. 5. 16. 

2. A ſpeedy execution of Tudement ; a mighty 2: 
ſtream runs ſwiftly, ſo Juſtice muſt be done with- «ay ur 
out delays, that men may not be wearied and mem. © © 
quite tired out, in tracing the Climax of your Conrt 
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here are ſome that turn judgment into worm- 
wood, and others that turn it into Yimegar ; 1n1uſtice 
makes it bitter, and aelays make it ſowr. 

Protracting of juſtice, doth very much take off 
the edge of juſtice : It is ſtoried of Sertorizs the 
Roman, that he fed hw (editors and Clients, with 
fair words, but did nothing for them: It would be 


much better with many, then now it is, if there 


were none among us, that followed the prad7ice of 


C 2 Juſtice 


Juſtice muſt be executed ſbeealy, ( that's the ſe- 
cond thing ) yet not raſhly, without mature delibe- 
ration, till there be a right and full underſtanding 
of the Cauſe : Job ſearcht out the cauſe which he knevy 
Bot, C. 29. V. 16, 

Qui ftatrita- Tydges had need keep one ear opt and unpreju- 
119d: PI''* diced for the Defendant + their Commiſſion is of 
inaudica alte- GICE IOT 3 

1d, czuumli- Oyer and Terminer, they maſt firſt hear, and then 
cn fant opermine. 


F udex, He that is fer in his own cauſe ſeemeth juſt, (faith 


Done adveni. Sol. 10m, Prov. 18.V.17. ) but his neighbour cometh * 


ente proxime after him and ſearcheth him ; or, until his neigh- 
«Sis 5M bour come after him, and the Fudge ſearcheth him, 
ſun. luc. ( as Trims hath rendred the words. ) 

Both fides ſhould be heard indiffterently ; pati- 
ence and gravity in hearing, is an eflential part of 
juſtice, very much becoming the Miniſters thereof, 

Jucg, 19-39 who ſhould av, as the Levite ſaid, Confider, take 
advice, and then ſpeak their minds. 

3, 3- The Mctaphor implys a pare adminiſtration 
ration of of F u#tice : Running waters are clear and pure, not 
Fullice, like puddles or fanding Ponds, that keep all man> 

ner of garbidge and filth, and whatever traſh is 
catt into them. 

The ſtream of r79h7eouſneſs muſt not incorporate, 
nor be mixed with the mud of zx5{tice, for that will 
hinder the curre»t from ſliding through the chan- 
nels of Judicature, fo purely and ſpeedily, as the 
Judge of all the world commandeth and expecteth. 

Our Enzliſh Chronicles report the horrid wick- 

_edneſs of the Fews, in poiſoning Springs and 
Fountains in this Land, for which they were de- 


ſeryedly 
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ſervedly baniſhed : It would be a great Ul-ſſing to 
the Nation, it all ſelf-ended, m:Jicious, mercenary 
perverters of Juſtice, might fuliow theſe jews, 
and that there was an. C//raci/72 vpon thoſe, that 
caſt flth into the fountains of Judgment, whers- 
by the waters thereof become mijchitwors, and not 
| meaiinal, 
4. Awilling and ready proceeding in atts of Tu» a. 
EZ ſlice, without extraordinary importunity, or artifi. 7 71#g -»d 
cial helps ang provocations:. A chearfull and free nga of 
ſpirit in duty, is that which is moſt accepted in 7 n#ice. | 
duty ; the Lord obſerves nor ſo much what, as 
from what affection a thing is done. | 
The Scriptures call h:m an unjuſt Judge, that 
avenged the Widow of her Adverſary, meerly to 
l free himſclt of the- trouble of her frequent com- 
ER 
Mighty Rreams run down readily, ſo juſtice muſt 
| be. executed ( not-with a great deal of difficulty, * 
and labour, like waters fetcht out of « pump, there 
muſt be no need of prmping, or forcing it forth, 
| but ) wi!lizely and witha ready mind. 
It was a ſcaſonable word, ſpoken by the 0/4 
woman, when complaining to the Emperor Adriazx 
of ſome wrong lhe had ſuſtained, he told her, he 
was not at Iciſure to hear her ſuit; whereupon ſhe 
preſcntly reply d, That them he onght not to be at 
leiſure to be Emperor : which fmart expreſſion came 
ſo cloſe unto him, that ever after, he was more 
\ facile and forward to entertain Suitors. © 
[ 5. 4A regular execution of Judgement ; mighty 4 regular exe; 
5: . freams uſually haye a rraight and eyen —_— gg at 
ns: - 
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the Channels, wherein they run, are not ſo intri- | 
cate and crooked, have not ſo many meanders, # 
windings and turnings, as your little narrow brooks 
have, for then they would looſe much of their 
ftrength and force : So in atts of Juſtice, there muſt 
be a [fraight and regular proceeding. a proceeding 
by rule, according to ihe Law of Gd, and the eftab- 
liſhed Laws.of the Land. 

Thus Queen Yaſthi was to be puniſhed for her 
diſobedience accorain to Law, Eſth. 1.15. what 
ſhall we do unto the Queen Valthi accoraing to Law, 
becauſe ſhe hath not performed the (ommanament of 1 Þ 
the King ? | 

Lex e#t norma officii & udicii, from which 
Judges are, xe l/atum unguem diſcedere, not to 
ſwerwve the breadth of a finger nail, out of any 
ſquint-cy'd reſpets, or {ſiniſter ends and aims; ys 
they ſhould alwayes have regard to their Rule, e 

' and remember it is their Office, jus dicere, and 
not j# dare, to interpret the Laws already con- TY 
ſKituted, and not to make, or give zew Laws: | 
for this would be like the Authority of the 
Church of Rowe, which under pretext of expound- 
ing the holy Scriptures, doth not ſtick to adde 
ard alter where and what they pleaſe, pronoun- 


cing what they do not find, and by ſhe of anzi- 
1! fares that quity, produce novelty. 


Statc which The miniſters of Juſtice ought to abhorr ſuch 
harbours ſuch . . 
+ 608 Þ prevaiications ; ore foul ſentence from them, doth 


4s can what- more hurt, than many filthy fins from others, for 
ere he will, and 
20,94: theſe do but corrupt the firearms, the other corrupts 


$49, the fountain. = / 
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6. It implys Magnanimity, Zeal, and Reſoluioen G6. - 
in the exerciſc of Tudgement and, F uſtice ; for Fuſticerequires 
Righteouſneſs is to run down 4s a mighty ſtream , that ©9890" 
. bears down all oppolfition,and whatſoever ſtands in 
its way. Thus Judges are to be men of zruth and 
courage, fearing God, and hating coveteouſneſs, ac- 
cording to that mark, Fethro gave of the Officers, 
which he would have 2zoſes ſet over the people, 
Ex03. 18. 21. 
And it was Jeho/ophats Counſel to his Judges, 
2 Chron. 19. 6,7, 11. Take heed what ye do, for ye 
juage not jyr man, but for the Lord, who is with you 
in the judgment : Wherefore now let the fear of the 
Lord be upon you, take heed and ao it, for there is no 
iniquity with the Lord our Gol, nor reſpect of per- 
ſons, nor taking of gifts. Deal conragionſly, and the 
Lora ſhall be with the good. | 

Of this brave Heroick Spirit, was Foz Duke of 
Saxony , Who Routly defended the fincere Prote- 
ſtant Religion, azainft the Pope and all his Adhe- 
rents, in three publique Imperial Aſſemblies; and 
when it was told him, that he ſhould loſe the favor 
of the Pope and of the Emperor, if he tuck ſo faſt - 
to the Lutheran Cauſe : His anſwer was, Here are 
' two wayes, 1 muſt either ſerve God, or the World ; 

and which of theſe do ye think is the better? ana {0 
he pat them iff with this pleaſant indignation. 

7. The Metaphor imports 4» impartial admini- 7. 
ftration of juſtice. Heavy things are carried down, 4% Impartia! 
by rouling waters, as well as /zghter; great (1 bros rey 
| and zrees, as well as ſmall chips may ſwim down a” ; 
mighty ſtream. | 
A 
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A Judge ſhould be Equanimows, as well as 
Magnanimorns. There muſt be no reſpeR of per- 
{ons had injudgment, Lev. 19. wv. 15. Te ſhall do 
no unrizhteouſneſs in judgement , thou ſhalt not re- 
ſpett the perſon of the poor, nor honour the perſon of 
the mighty, but in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou judge thy 
N' que con'ra Neighbour. 
5-5 rows, ' He that juſtifieth the wicked, and that condemneth 
rabies, ac f the juſt, even they both are abomination to the Lora, 
——_—_ 2>___ 
facizt, ne (iju- Exit perſonam Trdicis, qui amici vel hoſts induit. 
dex quidem er1t Though Plato might be a Friend , and. Sucrates- a 
de ipſo amico, MAS A oo 
Ponit enim Friend, yet Truth 1s the orcateſt Friend. Out pro 
perſonam ami- Jerjtate et, pro Rege eft. 
cenminevt Henry the fourth, King of Enziand, when his 
OF; lib.z. eldeſt Son, the Prince of /7ales, was by the Lord 
id. Spzecs Chief Juſtice committed to Priſon, for affronting 
£1 bs him on the Bexch, gave God thanks, for that he 
had a TJuize ſo impartial in executing juſtice , 
apd a Son ſo obedient as to ſubmit to ſuch a pu- 
piſhment. = 
It was alſo, a brave Princely ſaying of Rodulphmus 
the Emperor, when he underſtood that ſome of his 
Courticrs hindred poor men from applying them- 
ſelves unto him for juſtice : Sinite homines ad me 
wvenire, nou enim ideo Imperator ſum, ut in arcula 
includar. x : 
And of T745ax it is reported, that he neither 
ſeared, nor hated any man, but heard, examined 
and judged the Cauſes of his Subje&s, without pre- 
qudice, patiently and impartially. Theſe are noble 
and ht patterns for the imitation cf Judges, who 


ought 


ought not to regard the Mar, ſo much as the Mar- 
zer; who ſhould hear Cauſes ſpeak, and not Per- 
ſons, and judge according to truth and equity, 
and not according to opinion nor appearance, for 


fear or favour. 
Laſtly, Conſtancy and Perſeverance are required in 


8. 


l > 


the performance of righteous \udgment, which muſt Cnfancy i re- 


not be like a Zand-flood, that continueth for a ſhort 
ſeaſon, and then dricth up, becauſe it had nothing 
to feed and maintain it ; but like Running-waters, 
which flow from a ſpringing Fountain, and ſo ne- 
ver decay, nor fall lower. Pſal. 106. v. 2. Bleſſed 
axe they, that keep judgment, and he that doth righte- 
ouſneſs at all times. Lewis, King of Frence, having 
granted a Pardon to a Murderer, at the requeſt of 
one of his Courtiers, upon the reading of this Text, 
preſently withdrew it, and ſaid, he would give no 
Pardon where the Law did not Pardox; he alſo far- 
ther added, it was a work of mercy and charity, to 


puniſh an Offenders and not to puniſh Crimes, was at + 


reat an evil as to commit them. 

There is a Paſſive 1njuſtice, and Magiſtrates 
may be unjuſt in zeg/efing, as well as in perver- 
ting judgment. CAuſonirs faith of the Emperour 
(laudins; Non faciendo nocens, ſed patiendo fuit 
Not to do \uftice, is injuſtice. Sontibus nimis ignoſ- 
| cendo, inſontibus ſit in\uria. 

Thus you have the Metaphor unveyled, and 
the fence thereof preſented to you in thoſe eight 
Singularities, Now to the Magiſtrate, that in- 
cerely endeavours, toadt according to theſe diſco- 

vVeries, 


quired in the 
Execution of 


jaftice. 


0 
2trics, that ſhall make it his? Vevv, his Sparta, 
his great bufinefs, to: adminiſter judgment plenri- 
fully, ſpeedily, purely, willingly, regularly, impax- 
tially, and conſtantly; to this brave mar it may be 
ſaid, as Samnel did to Saul, when he firſt anoint- 
ed him King, Do a occaſion ſhall ſerve thee, for God 
#5 with thee. 

I have done with the Bxp/ication of the Poing; 
_ the next thing to be handled is the Confirmation of 
it, and for this there may be given ſeveral Rea- 

ons. 

Rea. t. j The fir is couched in my Text; 7! s the Com- 
'r i the 0% and of God, that judgement thould be executed 
« 1 Sar in trath and in #ighteonſneſs: Now were there no 
ment. other Reaſon but this, it would be abundantly ſuf- 

ficient of ir ſelf to confirm the Doarine, for we 
Divius ine- are not to diſpute, but to obey the Commandments 
ddoes uf, of the Lord, which are holy, juſt and good, the 
w0r diſpxtan- reaſon of all reaſon, and not only right in them- 
_ ſelves, but the rule of reaſonable actions unto his 
creatures. 

Reaſ. 2. 2. As this duty in Thefi hath the amp of a great 

x eo TA 1 Command, ſo in Hypotheſi the grant of a gracious ac- 
ceptance ; {t is both commanded and commended of 
Pſ.166. 30,31, God. Phineas executed judgment, and it was count- 
ed unto him for righteouſneſs, unto all Generati- 
ons for evermore. (q.d.) The Lord highly appro- 
ved of this fa& of his, as juſt and righteous, and 
aſſigned to him, and his poſterity, for their Re- 
ward, the Priefthood for ever, becauſe he was zea- 
lous for his God, Numb. 25.2.3. 
3+ This 


1 Sam. Io, 7. 
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has Add... lea. 


- 3. This is a ſpecial remedy for the removall of the Reaſ. 3. 
k 2 Tudgments of God: The Plague was ftayed, when 33 1c i 
Phineas had ſlain Zimri and CoFbi;z and after Achats move judge-, | 
was ſtoned to death, 1/rae/ prevailed againſt their 9% 
| Enemies: So when juſtice was done upon Sauls 
| Sons, for their bloudy cruelty againſt the Gibe- 
| oxites , the three years Famine ceaſed, 2 S2m:- 

21. I4. "IF 
4+ Hercby Bleſſings are procared and continued to ,, F-ok == 
poſterity ; Fer, 22.15, 16. Did not thy Father eat procured to po- 
and drink, and do judgement and \uſtice, and then it fit. 
| was well with bim. 
[ It was King Davids exhortation to the people 1 Cir, 28,3: 
of 1ſracl, Keep, and ſeek for all the Commanaments 
of the Lord your God, that ye may poſſeſs this good 
land, and leave it for an inheritance, for your Chil- 
; aren after you for ever. 
Now if Magiſtrates will not for Conſcience ſake, 
| 'twere well if they would for Poſterity ſake, a& jult- 
ly, and as they ought to do. | 
5. The negleft and non performance of this duty, Reaſ. x. 
is a mighty provocation to Goa, and will certainly "oy gt of 
| bring down ſome judgments upon an unrightcous yrear proveca- 


Nation, Fer. 21.12. O houſe of David, thus (aith tion Ged. 
the Lord. execute judgment in the morning, and de- Vid. Jer. 22, 
| liver him that is ſpoiled, out of the hand of the Op- 5 *: 5: 
Zech 7.9.59. 
preſſor, leaſt my fury go out like fire, and burn that 
none 648 quench it , becauſe of the evil of your 
avings. | Reaſ.6. _ 
Laſtly, without 4 due and diligent execution AR at, 
j#ſtice, there cau be no ſafe and quiet living in the Bice, there ca | 
world ; Self-preſervation therefore calls for this. ae Fs in 
D 2 Lex the wer ls. } 


(2F) {6 
Lex eft hominibus, quod aqua piſcibus; extra aquam 
non vivunt piſces, nec extra legem homines, as a 
Drufiu.. earned Author hath well obſerved. 

Kee pracepts What would become of our Liberties, Proper- 
hiſt Hat ties, and Priviledges, ( which are ſacred and pre- 
za curant. Cious things) it the current of Fnftice ſhould be 
7 im nnpB.g ſtopped, and there be no Reprover 1n the gate. 
rum, & ſbi All diftinRion of places and orders of men upon 
gy pinoy Earth, would be quickly taken away, and there 
wn mervit, tw WOuld be nothing but raging diſcord, and horrible 
 obruitur vi,” Confuſion in the world ; mans power would dege- 

nerate into tyranny, wiſdom into craft, and juſtice 

into cruelty : No perſon ſhould longer poſfleſs that 
which is 4, then he hath more then ordinary 

Quicquid jure might and power, to maintain his r/ght; or policy, to 
Peruſe. KEEP himſelf out of the reach of every injurious 
zur. Quin). claws The poor mans {ittle Paſture, would pre- 

ſently be impal'd in my Lords /arge Park, becauſe 
it lyes convenient for his Honour, as Naboths 
Vineyard did for King Ahab. 
Men would be like devouring Fiſh in a Pond, 
or ravenous Beaſtsin a Wilderneſs ; the great ones 
would cat up the little ones, and the ſtrong would 

Xule tam it prey upon the weak : they would become Lions, 
NY fie, be for rage, cruelty and oppreſſion, Foxes for ſubtilty 
ſunt {61 fera- in evil, Swine for flthineſs and uncleanneſs, Dogs 
les perique  forenvy and malice, Wolves for rapine, yea as the 

br iffiaul. . 


wild Aſſes Colt for folly and ſtupidity : It would 


neither be incivility nor calumny, to deſcribe men 


by ſuch compellations, were there no Zaw to re- 
firain their exorbitancics, and to correc their 
manners. 


You 
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You have heard the Confirmation of the Dotrine 
with Reaſons, be pleaſed to put them together : 
The great God commands the execution of Fudoment ; 
he commenas it alſo: It s a remedy to remove curſes, 
a means to procure bleſſings for us and our Chilaren 
after us ; the neglett of it is a mighty provocation to 
the Lord ; and without it, there can be no peaceable 
living in the world. And now conſider, whether 
a Vigorous and conſtant execution of righteous judg- 
ment, be not a duty of grand concernment, to a people 
profeſſing Religion, 
{ am now to Apply, and the Uſes of our Obſer- - 4p: 
vation are only two , which I ſhall briefly dif 
patch, 
Firſt, This ſhould tir up the people of Emeland Th: :. 
unto anfeizned thankſulneſs to Almighty God, for {R- 
the good and wholeſome Laws we enjoy, and for” *' 
thoſe Magiſtrates, that are diligent and faithfull in 
the execution of them. | 
It is a mercy to have Judges, moav audeant, que Cic.roWilone. 
ſentiunt, ( as the Orator hath it : ) So that they 


have courage and integrity to do, what they think 


fit and equal to be done, who will not be ſwayed 
by the gifts, nor ſcared by the preazreſs of men, to 
paſs an unrighteous ſentence ; Let us praiſe God 
for ſuch. 

The next Uſe is of Exhortation, and here I fhall wp z. 
endeavour in a few words, to divide to every one o  _ 
his portion, and to preſs home the Duty of my Text, 
to perſons eſpecially concerned in it. 

And in the firſt place, I beſcech you, My Lord, 1. 
the venerable Judge of this Circnit, to ſuffer -—j the Fudge. 

word 


4 46.4 Eres 
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|  - 
word of Exhortation ; I would not forget to 
whom I ſpeak, yet I muft remember from whom 
I ſpeak. 

I have a meſiage from the Great God, the Judge 
of all the World, unto Yow this day, and it is to 
mind you of your D#ty, that you do Juſtice, and 
execute right, without reſpeR of perſons, that you 


quit not the Guilty, nor condemn the Innocent ; 


But ket \udgment run down as waters, and righteonſ- 
neſs as a mighty ſlream. | 

In this River, there muſt be no ebbing nor flow- 
ing, the banks at all times are to be full, and the 
current mighty, neither muſt the tream be ſtop- 
ped, or turnedanother way ; for then iniquity will 


take place, and whoſoever drinks of this puddle, 


it will be like the water of jealonfie to him, bitter 
water. that cauſeth the curſe. 

I beſeech you, My Lord, follow your pattern, 
Fob 29. 14+. 4 Put on righteouſneſs, and it cloathed 
Me, my \udgment was as a robe and a diadem: They 
who wear j#/tice for a chak, need no cloak for in- 
ju#tice: Juſtice is both a Cloak, and an Helmet, ir 
will adorn you, it will ſecure you. | 

God forbid, that any ſhould find you like the 
brooks of Teman, that when they come for 
the waters of judgment, they ſhould find the 
brooks dry. 

There is abundance of filth jn this Nation, 
for iniquity abounds everv where; and certain- 
ly there can be no better expedient uſed , for 
the cleanſing out theſe increaſed dunghils of im-. 
piety, then by letting forth the river of juftice 

ro 


_— 


to run down upon them, as Herenles cleanſed 
the Avg eas Stable, by letting the River Alphems 
into 1f- 

2. My next errand is to you, the honourable 
and worſhipfull F»/tices of this County , I beſeech '*"'7 
you, give no juſt cauſe of complaining in our 6 IRR 
Krects, through your neglect of Juſtice : Take heed tgnm , ecce 
of being t4irted with thoſe ſins, which you are to ; rat thy 
puniſh in others; if the Juſtice be aperſon of a 87mm, 94+ 
lewd life himſelf, it cannot be expeRed, that he i f-rmune 
ſhould uſe any juſt ſeverity, againſt thoſe who are js 27 
fly-blown with the like tranſgreſſions. Allow not Salv. , 
of ſin in your ſelves, nor in your Servants, nor in 
any others; but frown upon it, wherever you 
meet with it: a frown of yours may do more ſer- 
vice to God, then many Sermons of ours. 

3- I am to exhort you, the /carmed Lawyers, 3 
to put forth your utmoſt endeavours, for the 
Krengthning of the ſtream of juſtice, by an honeſt 
and quick diſpatch of your Clients Cauſes, and: not 
to weaken it, by unneceflary delays, and injurious 
defalcations : Be faithfull to your Engagements, 
and do not ſeek to make a prey of thoſe, that ſeek 
to you for zelief : This would be Savage cruelty 


indeed, even like to that of the wo/f, which unger- 


took to cure the Sheep of his Congh, bat 'twas by 
ſucking out his blood : The remedy proved worſe than 
the diſeaſe. 

4. Let me exhort you, who-are to be of the 
Grand Inqueſt, to do your duty, in making fa4ith- 
full Preſentments, according. to your Oath : Take 
notice of the reigning fins of your. Country, _ 

"Y 


To the Grand 
Inquef8. 


2. 
To the F uſtices. 
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do not conceal any of them, as Rachel did her Fa- 
great nor ſmall, rich nor poor, but do you fincerely 


waters, and righteouſneſs as 4 mighty firearm. 
5. _ Taſily, Toput a period to my diſcourſe; of the 
7» alin Ge- things which we have ſpoken, this is the ſum, 
mY Ut ex parte ſua agat nnuſquiſque , quod ſuum eſt ; 

ajeran, . 

that every one ſhould perform the duty belonging 
to him; that Magiftrates rule juſtly, and according 
to Law; that Miniſters preach faithfully, accord- 


| T.m. 2.2, able and quiet lives, in all gedlineſs and honeſty ; 
that all of us endeavour the good and welfare of 
the Naticn, and none among us, be as a Fer, or 
wolf, drawing away nouriſhment from the body, 
without doing it any ſervice. 

Phil. 4. $. 9. Finally Brethren, whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honeft, whatſoever things are 
1u#t, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things 


there be any praiſe, think on theſe things, and the God 
of peace ſhall be with you. 

C Heb.13.20.2z Which God of peace, that brought again from the 

3 | dead our Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, 

I ' through the blood of the everlafting (ovenant ; make 
you perfett in every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which i well-pleafing in his fight, through 
Feſus Chriſt, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. | 


F-1--Þ'S; 


thers Images, by fitting upon them : Spare neither 


endeavour alſo, That judgment may run down as 


ing to the Scriptures ; that the people live peace-. 


are of geod report ; if there be any virtue, and if 
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Prov. 14+ ver. 34. Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nati- 
on : but Sint is a reproach to any people. 


S523 N a latediſcourſe, upon the like oc- 
ff cafion, I endeavoured, from ano- 
ther Text, to ſet forth the great du- 
ty ofa pure and powerful admini- 
EY tration of Righteous Fudgment , 
which is to 747 down as waters, and as 4 mighty 
ſtream, Amos 5 « 24+ 
[ ſhall now begiz, whereI formerly ended, and 
advance (through divine aflitance ) more vigo- 
rouſly to inculcate and preſs home the very ſame 
duty, from theſe words of wiſe Solomon , which 3 
may be conſidered as a twofold Argument, taken _ 
from Reward and Puniſhment ( thoſe great Incen- 
tives to duty ) excitingſus thereunto. 
From the due praiſe of righteouſneſs, and the 
1 manifeſt peril of fin, we {hall find ſufficient cauſe, 
4 to be enamoured with the oe, and to deteſt the 9+ 
ther, to abhor that which is evil, ana to cleave to that Rv Gs 


0 ha which is good. ran hr 
| ; What ' ;,**” 


Gen. 25-23. 


If. 3- ID, LT. 


Metho1 pro- 
ponnded, 


What the Lord himfelf faid to Rebecca when 
Twins lay ſtrugling in her, the lame may be ſpoken 
of this Si1pture * Two Nations ave tilts *vomb, aud 


two manner of people ſhall be ſeparated from its boy- 


els ; But it muſt not be ſo with theſe, as i: was 
with Jacob and Eſa, for the Elder is here the tc. 9- 
ved, and the Yozreer is hated of God. 

Righteous ones arc acceptable and pleaſing in 
his fight, and they {hall be FEWar ace; S:nners 
are anabomination to him, and they fnh3!l not be 
unpuniſhed. Say ye to the righteous, it ſhall be well 
with him, for they ſhall eat the fruit of their doings ; 


' Wo unto the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him, for 


the reward of his hands [hall be given him. 

So then, not to multiply particulars ( becauſe 
I would not fall into either of thoſe Extreams, of 
being too nice and curious, or too negligent 
and careleſs in the diviſion of my Text; for as Se- 
zeca ſaith, 1dem witit habet nimia, quod znulla divifio) 


you have here 


I. The bleſſed fruit of Righteonſneſs ; and 
2. The curſed proauct of Sin. 

Righteouſneſs exaltch a Nation, but Sin is 4 re- 
proach to any people. | 

| {hall ſpeak to the pars, as they lie before us, af- 
ter a brief cxplication of the termes. 

And firſt to give you a rafe of the fruit of 
Righteouſneſs, it will be expedient to enquire in- 
to two things, as 

i. Vi hat is that Righteouſneſs which exalteth a 
Natiog ? 

2. VV hat is meant by the exaltation of a Nation ? 

Theſe 


fication ; Now tis the latter of theſe, which is 


Theſe two Oweries being reſolved , I ſhall 
undertake the farther Illuſtration of the Aſler- 


© 


tion... | 
Firſt then, YVhat is that Righteouſneſs that exalt= Qus. 1. 


 etha Nation? | 


In anſwer thereunto, we muſt diſtinguiſh ef the _xyfp. 
word Righteouſneſs; There is a twofold Righte- 
ouſneſs, viF. of Impntation, and of Implantation. 

The Righteouſneſs of Imputation is wrought by 
the werit of Chriſt for w; the Righteouſneſs 
of Implantation, is wrought by the $piriz of Chrift 
inwus; the oxc is the Righteouſneſs of our juſtift- 
cation, the other is the Rightcouſneſs of our ſantti- 
here ſaid zo exalt a Natiow; and Cajetaz phraſeth So atone 
it an Unverſal Righteouſneſs, which is Influenti- accipe.pro qua- 
al into all the actions of a Chriſtian, and ftreams 4% i114, 


|; - Ns tum [pectalew 
through the whole courſe of his life 3 it is ſo very  —_ 


'conſpicuous, and cafts ſuch a ſhine upon it, as e- c«iq; jurfuum 


tyihuens, &c. 


videnceth him that hath it to be holy, & 749 go 6t . 
avag;oph #2 all manner of converſation, as in x Pet. Lapid: in cc. 
I. IS: 
Righteouſneſs is a word of great latitude ; 
Tuſtitia latiſſime patet ac omnes complettitur virtue 
tes, faith Ludovicus Vives in his Commentary upon webivetinls 
Anilin de (iv. Dei. It includes not only all moral Jiquevirre- 
virtues, but alſo all Divine and Spiritual 992» com: 
pletuntur, 

Graces. 

Ariſtotle calls it omni wvirtus, and faith it ex- 
cels all other, quantum Lucifer inter aftra, as 
the bright and Morning-Star excels the reſt in beau« 


tyana ſplendor. Ko 
"Os E..2 OE 


Pid. 1. 19. c. 4c. 


Yn | 
| Tam ad dem It isa virtue in a ſtricter ſenſe, that doth Suu 
| 00 dong cnique tribuere , that renaers to eVery 0BeC his ane: 
eNditiy, . . 
"ro God, the things that are Goas, as Faith, Fear, 
Fuſtitia «Love, Thankſgiving and Obearence; and to men, 
virtus 944 ju- the things that are mens, as Hononr, Tribate 
um Cul tri- = _--. : 
buit;, Deoque and Subjettion to Kings Reverence, Reſpect and 
ons Bel ber Service i8 Superiors ; Love, Kinaxeſs and Juſtice 
min'pus. que . - TY ' 
ſunt homimnem, F0 1nferiors; Trmh ana Equity in our mutual 
Lid Deode- dealings and negotiaiioiis In the world, 4 doirg fo 
bemus? fide, \thers, as we our ſelves wenld be doxe by, accor- 
tmorem,dilet- , : 
joncrz. Eli.vid, ding to that ſacred and ſtanding Rate of our bleſſed 
Lavat, in 0c. Lord and Maſter. AAat. Te I 2, 
This Righteouſneſs is tobe found in the ſeveral 
V/alks of Gods Commandments, it runs (/asone 
Pinas fs eu; faith ) through every Precept, as it were the veins 
:a:,quaſt ene of every Law, in the ſecond Table, and calls for 0- 
ſunt juftiti2> Hedience duc to parents, Natural, Ecclefiaſtical and 
his enimduobus ,._ | 
fontibus con- Civil in the fi/th Command ;z our care to preſerve 
yes 15fs"} Gur Neighbours life inthe ftxth, Chaſtity in the ſe- 
r + 250 ©, "is . . . 
06,2 venth. Eſtate in the eihth, 900d name in the ninth, 
Mr. Gurvall. gur defires in their due bounds, againft coveting 
what is our neighbours in the 7exth. 
Senſus quicen And take bur the word in the moſt comprehen- 
FFF fs five fenſe, and it is the obedience of the whole 
CC. Vide Jaltlet 
Q:UM, & Salge Law. \ : ; 
2a, in loc. This is the Righteouſneſs that exalteth a 
Nation, not as a Canſe producing an effe&, 
Vid, Pezclum but as a 2249s, conducing to fach an end. 
in 021.15.3%, The Lord doth not thus reward our Righteouſl- 
neſs, ex debits, but ex bene placito ; not for our 
merits ( that. plea will fail us) but for: his mer- 
cies ſake, 


R | This 


This for the Anſwer of the firſt Query | 
Secondly, What is meant by the exa/tation of Qu. 2. 
4 Nation, when may a Nation be ſaid to be 

exalted ? | 
Then is a Nation, any Nation exalted, as well _4yfp, 
as the Tewiſh ( whoſe Dofors would have this aa... as; 
former part of ths Text, ſpeak them the only hap- | - 
py people in the world, excluding all others) when 
itis bleſicd, made proſperous and flouriſhing, in _ 
the enjoyment of Truth, Peace and Plenty; Yrhen __ one 
the Almighty (for itis his doing ) eplargeth the boy= 114. W 
ders of it, ſtrengtheneth the bars of her gates, and 5+ 6314. 
bleſſeth her Children within her ; VVhen he maketh 
eace in her borders, abundantly bleſfeth her proviſicm 7 - mn an” 
and ſatisfieth her poor with bread : VYVhen there is nts Io 
no breaking in nor poing out, no leading into captivity, _ — 
Hor complaining in the Streets. | ts Fi Inbiers 
And when the Lord, with an higher hand yet eorwn regna, 
blefſeth a people with all ſpiritul and heavenly bleſ- OM: 
. ſings; when he placeth his Sanftuary in the midſt omniaco: [- 
of a Natien, his Tabernacle is with a people, and ©##4do,tum 
| . . enlq, 07nan- 
he ſets up among them the glorious light of the 75m; vir- 
Goſpel in the golden Candle ſtick of his Ocdinan» tte T'gratia 
ces: YVhen he turns to the people 4 pare language, that EE - Sony 
they may call upon the name of the Lord, to ſerve hitn 5a, quieſt fnis 


with one conſent ( or with one ſhoulder) as it ts in 95 7cipus. 
WHIMITUM ut 


that Goſpel-promile, Zech. 3. 9. Then may it be ju; pr wi 


rightly ſaid of ſuch a Nation or People,according to tutemairigas 
ad felicitatem 


the Pſalmiſts conclufion, Pſal, 144.15. Happy 15 the © Harrgpes 
People that 1s in ſuch a caſe, yea happy i that People, tems. vid. a 
whoſe God is the Lord. Gloricus things are ſpoken of \P'4+n loc. 
thee O City of Goa. Plal, 87, Ic: 
Now. 


(Exaltat) et Now is a Nationexalted, made honourable and 
Aetaphora ®. renowned, or bore ox high (as judicious Cartwright 
4 545 8 underſtands the expreſſion) which he judgeth to 
pondere. vi ta- be a metaphor, taken from heavy boates, lifted up and. 
WOT, on carried aloft, by joint force and united ſtrength : 
altum aitedl- Thus a people brought low, made vile and miſera- 
/emur ; fe ble, becauſe of their fins, by the adminiſtration-of 
Ty deny jJ#flice, and the exerciſe of righteouſneſs, are lifted 
deprizni nata, up on high, made honowrable and happy. 
© + 68 qv This, this is the way and means to make that 
we & exerciiis people the Head, which were formerly the Tart, 
4 x7 le ro make them f{roxger than their enemies, and ore 
in bo collecata excellent than their neighbours. Since thou wa#t 
viderrer, © at prectous in my fight, thou haſd been honourable , 
mnt ard 1 have loved thee, therefore will 1 give men for 
thee, and people for thy life, ſaith the merciful God, 
to a repentant, reſorming people, 1/a. 43. 4. And 
Ezchk. 16.14. Thy renown went forth among the hea- 
ther for thy beanty, for it was perfett through my com- 
lineſs, which I had put npon thee, ſaith the Lord 
God. | ; 
Thus you ſee, what is that righteouſneſs that ex- 
alteth a nation, and what is meant by the exaltation 
of a nation. T am now to confirm the Aſlertion,' 
which indced ſtands not in ſo much need of 
+2 wel Liyes proving , as of improving , however I ſhall omit 
t Civiias, Neither. 
+9 7x60 beahg Righteouſneſs exalteth a Natioz, or a Nation is 


Uioirarem ce- greatly blefied by the means and tor the fakes of 
fem tranſ Righteous ones,who diligently perform the duties of 
+ Fora their places, to the glory of God, and in thz right 
$41:zar.in luc. Of thoſe with whom they have to do. ; 


Righte- 


WW] T2 5 ) K 
Righteouſneſs is not to be taken here, only in 
the ab/traf, but with relation to the ſubjef# in 
which it is inherent; the concrete is included in 
the ab/rad?, as it is often to be found in holy Wrir, 
where the names of Virtues and Vices, are put for 
the perſons to which they are adjoyned, as wicked- Scelns pro 
neſs for the wicked, Fob 5. 16. St. Paul was called 37 © 


20043; , a Peſt, for a peſtilent plaguy fellow ; thus = A of 
pride is put for the prod, Ter. 50. 31. Behold I am fun. lars, 
_ again#t thee, O thou moFt proud, or O pride, as it is 
in the margent of your Bibles, which is to be un- 
derſtood of the lofty and proud City of Babyloz : 
| So here, Righteouſneſs being incluſive of Riphteors 
| ones, the Inference 1s clear, that it is for the ſake 
| and by. the means of /xach, who endeavour to walk 
in all the Commandments and Ordinances of God Ly —_ 
| blameleſs, that a Nation comes to be exalted and ci . 4's. 
| bleſſed of the Lord. Conſonant hereunto is that 297 Eccie 
| ſaying of an ancient Author, whateyer good thing _ 
75 beftowed upon the ſons of men, it i given on the nn wetit,neq; + 
account of the rignteoms, for the ſake of "thoſe that ragwaſcits mor 
| faithfully preach and diligently hear the Goſpel, and malam refers 
call upoz Goa; the unrighteous do not believe this, pets ro 
neither do they acknowledge it, therefore they evilly ge <2yn. | 
requite the people of God. , | feph.mn ZEgvpt.. 
| If any {hall be oftended with this doarine, we 7 
| need not much wonder at ir, for they who have no - 
love for Gods people, will not acknowledge that 
they are beholden to them. The poor wiſe man that 3 
delivered the City by his wiſdom, how quickly was 
he forgotten ? the Text faith, that wo man remems till ;, 17 


The bred that poor wiſe man. 4 
| Tis 
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This is merces mundi, the worlds wages, (as 
one loves to phraſe it ) to be fo blind as not to ſee, 
or ſo ungratefull, as not to own their beſt friends, 
(I mean ſincere Chriſtians ) por whoſe account 
and for whoſe ſake, the Lord is pleaſed to conferr 
many great and endearing mercies upon an unde- 
ſerving, yea, upon an ill-deſerving people. 

The truth of this Propoſition will be ſuthiciently 
evidenced, 

1. By the Examination of thoſe alluſive meta- 
phorical expreffions, which are aptly applicd to 
righteouſneſs, or to righteoms ones. 

2. By an Induction and Enumeration of parti- 
cular bleflings, which the men of the world have 
enjoyed, for their ſake and upon their account. 

3- By the Conſideration of thoſe waſting Judg- 
ments, which have preſently taken place, after 
their Removal. 

By theſe eps, we (hall proceed to bring in ſuch 
clear proofs of the Wiſe mans Aſſertion, as may 
procure (at leaſt) the aſſent of unprejudiced 
Readers, and will be deny'd by none, belides in- 
| confiderate, or reſolved finners, 

# I muſt not be long in my paſlage through theſe 
q particulars. 
To begin with the firff, we ſhall find upon en- 
quiry Gods pecple to be compared ; 
FIFY \bat3 », Firſt, To the Bulwarks of a City, which keeps 
omparedto Oft the Enemy, and will not ſuffer deſolation to 
Bulwarks., enter: Thus Nazianzen calls Athanaſius, the Bul- 
nor ins wark of Truth. 
; When Sin hath made a 6reach for the Divine 
VENgeance 


> (37) | 
vengeance to take place, God preſently ſeeks for 
theſe, to ſtand in the gap, to prevent an Inundation 
of miſery, from ruſhing in, upon unarmed, naked . : 
ſinners, as you may read, Fer. 5. 17. Run ye to and a 
fro through the ſircets of Fernſalem, and ſee now 
and know, and ſeck in the broad places thereof, if ye 
can find a man, if there be any that executeth Jaudg- 
ment, that ſeeketh the truth, and 1 will pardon it : 
You ſee here, what great account the Lord makes 
of his Servants, when as he will pardon a whole. 
Nation for. one righteous mans ſake. So in Ezek, 
22. 30. And 7 ſought for a man amone them, that 
ſhould make up the hedge, and ſland in the gap before 
me, for the Land, that 1 ſhould not deſiroy it, but 1 
found none: And becauſe he could find zoe, be- 
hold, how ſuddenly winged deſtruQtion overtakes 
them, in the following verſe; Therefore have 1 E: k. 22. 31. 
poured out mine indignation upon them, 1 have con- 
ſumed them with the fire of my wrath, their own 
wayes have 1 recompenced, upon their heads, ſaith the 
Lora God. 

2aly. The Righteous are the Chariots and Horſa 
menu of a State ; ( thus Eliſha cried after Elijah, ns 
when he was taken from him by the ſpirit and of 1-a!. 
mighty power of God ; My father, my father, the 
Chariot of Iſrael and the Horſmen thereof.) They 
are the very ftrength of a Nation where they live, 
and have prevailed more with their prayers and 
tears, then a thouſand times as many could do 
with their weapons of War ; Oze of theſe have ,,.. 
chaſed a thouſand, and two have put ten thouſaud to 
flight. whoſoever ſh:ll gather together againſt thee, 

ſhall 


2 King. 2512, 


«32. 39. 


0 
is Stakes t0 
an hedge. 


Ii ni ver fon. 


Vid. Gataker 
Goas eye upen 
Iſrael. 

Vid etiam 
Diodar, 


Semen (an- 
Fur ſtatis 
ezzs (1.e.) 
multi in urbe 


VIri pit cauſa 
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ſhall fall for thy ſake, ſaith God to his Church, 
Iſa. 54. 15. and in the 17. verſe,. No weapon that 
is formed again thee ſhall preſper, and every tongue 
that ſhall ri'e againſt thee in quagment, thou ſhalt 
condemn ; this ts the heritage of the ſervants of 
the Lora, and their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith 
the Lora. 
3aly. They arc as Stakes to az hedge, or Trees to 
4 Cawſey, that keep it from falling down, and from 
being broken up; thus we read 1/a. 6. 13. 1n it 
ſhall be a tenth, and it ſhall return, and ſhall be eatex 
as 4 Teil tree, and as an Oak whoſe ſubF#lance is in 
them, when they caſt their leaves, ſo the holy ſeed 
ſhall be the ſubſtance thereof , or, the ſubFtance of 
the people, as fome have rendred the Text. The 
Prophet here alludeth to a long Cawſcy or 
Terraſs, ſupported on cither fide with great” 
Trees, ftrongly rootee, which reached from the 
Kings Palace, to the Gate Shallecheth, on the 
Weft-Tide of the Temple ; which Gate you find 


mentioned, 1 Chron. 26.16. 
Now the Righteous are theſe Trees on either 


fide the Cawſey, which have life, and ſubſtance in 
them ; and though ſometimes the Trees may caſt 
their leaves, yet being firmly rooted, they keep the 
Cawlſcy from decaying and mouldring away : thus 
the holy ſeed ( notwithſtanding all their failings ) 
do ſupport and bear up the Nation, which but for 
them might be ſuddenly waſted, and brought to 


erunt cur Deus, utter deſolation. 


2901 pa fſſurns 


fit urbem capi, 


Gretius in loc, #0F ſuffer the City to be taken. 


For the ſake of the Goaly ( ſaith Grotims ) God will 


Laſtly, 


. 


Foe, 


| W ) 

Laſtly, They are the Pillars and Foundation of 
Church and State ; Prov. 10. 25. As the whirl- 4: Pilar; and 
wind paſſeth away, ſo is the wicked no more 3 but the **4aions. 
righteous is an everlaſting foundation, or, the foun- Fundamentum 
dation of the world, ( as Cdrias eMontanus bath 
rendred the words: ) They are the very Atlaſſes 
of the world, that ſupport, and bear it up, and 
keep it from falling upon the heads of the un- 
godly. In Pſal. 75. 3. David ſaith, that he himſelf 
bare up the pillars of the earth : If once theſe Pillars 


vere remoyed, the whole Fabrick of the world 


would preſently tumble down, and be turned into 
a Chaos of confuſion. As ſoon as ever Jeſus 
Chrift, by the Preaching of the everlaſting Goſpel, 
hath gathered together the number of the EleR, 
the Elements ſhall (then ) me{t with fervent heaf, **<'- 3: 79. 
the Earth alſo, and the works that are therein ſhall 
be burnt up. | 

It is for the ſake of Chrifts little flock, of that 
ſorry handfull of fincere Bclievers, who are fo 
much ſcorned and deſpiſed by the unrighteous, 
and accounted the miuwravdgurm 5 xigvs, the very 


filth of the world, that the world hath Rtill a 


being, and was not long ere this on a flame, as 
it ſhall be at that great and notable day of 
the Lord. . 

The Lord accounts of the world by his Church, | 
and upholds it for his Servants ſake ; were zt not > ings 3- 14+ 
fer Jehoſhaphat, 7 would not look towards thee nor 
ſce thee, ſaid Eliſha to Fehoram; ſo may God ſay to 
the wicked, were it not for my people, 1 wenld have 


noregard at all to youth | 
F 2 Thus 


| S:- 
Thus you have ſhadowed forth, under ſeveral 
Metaphorical expreſſions, the real ſerviceableneſs 


of righteous ones, in order to the exaltation of 4 


Nation. 

lam in the next place to inſtance 1n ſome partt- 
cular Bleſfings, which Natiozs have enjoyed for 
righteouſneſs ſake, and ſtill may enjoy upon the 
account of the Righteous : And theſe ( beſides 


many others, which I ſhall not now fo much as 


name ) are Truth, Peace, Plenty, Vittory over ene- 

mics, and Preſervation from ruine. 
I Firft, It is for the ſake of his people, that the 
&:d comiures Tord gives and continues the great r7#ths of his 
BT fo a - Goſpel, his blefled ordinances, the means of falva- 
proples ſake, tion Oo any Nation : hence St. Paul! was command- 
cd and encouraged of God, after his fir ff viſion, to 
go into Macedonia, in a ſecond, to continue preach- 
BEDER 1... - the Goſpel at Corintb, becauſe, the Lord tells 
': = * him, he had much people in that City, fothat, it 
was for his peoples fake, that the Lord ſent the 
Apoſtle to Corinth to preacu the Goſpel ; Tea, he /- 
wed the people, all his Saints are in thy hands, and 
Leut-33-3- they ſat dows at thy feet, every one ſhall receive of thy 


words. 
Dicunt ny fide 


tr Gadinaxifg]. 196 Plalmift reckons the enjoyment of Gods 


pedibus Dei, us word and ordinances, a> the greateſt mercy which 
one =] the Jews were bleſs'd with, above any other peo- 
boc ef, im ejus PIE» 3nd therefore had more abundant cauſe to 
d:trins prefi- praife God for his great goodneſs, P/al. 147. 19, 
=; prnne; 20. He ſheweth his word unto Tacob, his Statutes, 

and bis \udgments unto Iſrael, he hath not dealt 

ſo with any Nation, and as for his judgments 


they 


AY 


#9; 


trend i, © id a 


Fl 


kt ) 
they have not known them, praiſe ye the Lird. 
+ There are many ('tis to be feared) in the Chri- 
tian world, that have no ſerious apprehenſion of 
this fingular great mercy, but look upon it as an 
enjoyment tnat may well enough be ſpared ; 
P:caching is counted but fooliſhneſs, and all the 
means of grace are thought to ve unneceſſary and 
undeftrable, yet if it were but well conſidered, 
that it 15 not onely a great mercy in it felf ( which 
impeniteot finners will not be perſwaded to beheve) 
but alfo, that this is a bleſſing which ſeldome 
comes alone, for where God lets up the light of his 
Goſel, he uſnally ſends peace and plezty, and ma- 
ny other mercies to accompany it, {ſo that, where 
the means of grace have been moſt pure and power- 
fal, other outward bleſſings have been there moſt 
plentiful, and abounding ; If this- conſideration 
( 1fay) was but once well digeſted in the hearts of 
the fons of men, many that heretofore have had 
low thoughts of the means cf grace, might ſee rea- 
{on enough to have them in gredtcr eſtimation, for 
the time to come. Bleſſed are your ezes (faith Chriſt 1 ,. 5 
to his Diſciples) for they ſee, and your ears, for they 
hear. And, bleſſed-is the people that know the joyful Vial. 33-15. 
found, they ſhail walk, © Lord, in the light of thy 
COUMTERBANCEs 2. 
2. The Lord gives that ſweet and much to be 7 %%/#ng &: 


d elired mercy of Peace, for his peoples ſaks , thus Pract. 
righteouſneſs and peace have often kified each other, 
Pla, 8 5. 19. and 'tis promiſed, Iſa. A5 . 13, 14-Great 
ſhall be the peace of thy Children. 45. "ha 
When the Prophet 1/ai«/ broug ht that Rartlig 
news 


Ha. 37.35. 


- 


P:enty. 


>. - 


( 42 


news of the Baby/oniſh captivity, to HNezekiah, the 


good King comforts himſelf with this, that the 
judgement threatned, ſhould not fall upon the Na- 


' tion in his dayes, 1/a. 29. $. Thez ſaid Hezehiah to 


Iſaiah, good is the word of the Lord, which thou 
haſt ſpoken: He ſaid moreover, for there ſhall be 
peace and truth in my aayes. He firmly believed 
God upon his word , who had already aſſured 
him, that he would defend this City to ſave it, for 
his own ſake, and for his Servant Davids ſake. 

[tis reported of Luther, that he was known to 
pray often, with much carneſtineſs, and fervour of 
ſpirit, That ſo long as he lived, Germany might be 
quiet and enjoy peace; and when he foreſaw a black 
cloud of judgment hanging over that people, he told 
ſome of his Friends, that he wouid ao his veſt, to keep 
tt from breaking in his dayes ; yea, be believed ally 
tbat it ſhould ot : and he ſaid moreover, whey 7 
am gone, let them that come after me look to it. 

Vie conclude this particular, with that preci- 
ous promiſe, 1/2. 32. 17, 18. And the work 0 
righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effect of righteou|- 
neſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. And my pes- 
ple ſhall awell in a peaceable habitation, and in ſure 
dwellings, and in quiet reſting places. 

Thirdly, The great bleffing of P/enty , God 


The Bleſſiwg of} gives for his peoples ſake. Thus God bleſſed Laban 


for Fa:ob 5s ſake, Ger. 30. 30. It was little (ſaid Ja- 
cob to Laban) which thou hadſt before 1 came, and 
it is now increaſed into a multitude, and the Lord 
hath bleſſed thee, ſince my coming. 

Potiphar allo proſpered greatly , whilſt Foſeph 
| Was 


was with him, Ger. 29. 5. Ana it came to paſi from 
that time, that he made him over-ſeer in his houſe, 
and over all that he hal, that the Lord bleſſed the 
Ezyptians for Jolephs ſake, and the bleſſing of the 
Lord was upon al! that he haa in the houſe, and in 
the field, Yea the whole land of Egygt fared the <;. jr.prer 
better for Joſephs ſake, for when there was a Fa- nm” align 
mine over all the face of the carth, there was bread js (n? 
enough, and plenty of corn in Egypt, Which by am indign::. 
Toſephs wiſe forecaſt, was laid up in Store-houſes 
againit that time. | 

Fonrthly, Viitory over Enemies is another great As 
mercy which the Lord of Hoſts often giveth for his 77917 over | 
ſervants ſake, and by their mcans. "8s 

W hat a great conqueſt did the Heathen Empe. Arrovi us phi 
rour obtain, through the means of the rbundring pom 
Legion of Chriſtians, who by their fervent prayers hilt. ). 5.c. 5. 


prevailed with God to diſcomfit an huge army, with Zegio x+92vr0- 


£6aGr digs 
fuit, 


— 


thundriag and lightning. _ 

And cAnrelins, by experience found, that Chri- 
ſtians prevailed more with their prayers,then others 
could do with their arms, for the good of the Em- 
Pire, and therefore, he defired the Senate, to ceaſe 
the Perſecution, leſt the Chriſtians fhould turn 
thoſe ſpiritual weapons againſt the Empire : So 
then, the Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to Exciel. 9. 1:. 
the Strong ; But thine ( O Lord) « the greatneſs, . 
and the power , and the gloyy, and the vidtory, 
and the majeſty, and in thine band it is to 
make great, and to wive flrength unto all , 

( thy people, as David acknowledgeth ) 1 Chrom. 


Laſtly, . 


2 " ” 
= F ) ; 
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os Laſtly, Preſervation from yuine and deſtruition , 
Preſervaiicn have the Righteous obtained for a diſobedient and 
— +5-4ong ftil-necked people; A clear proof we have of this, 
Xen ſlum as JOÞ 22+ 30- He ſhall deliver the Iſland of the Inne- 
preces ruas ti- cent, or ( according to the margent ) the Innocent 
| =— Uh ſhall aeliver the Iſland, and it t delivercd by the 
qeid mages nj. pureneſs of thine hawas. He ſhall deliver the Iſland of 
mirumeſt) eti- the Inavcent, in the Hebrew it 15, 203 Innocentemn, 
(ori he (ball deliver the Ifland of the guilty ( q. d. ) 
manumitna- A Righteous man that truly ſears God, ſhall be 
= ALY 2 inſtrumental for the delivering of thoſe (at leaſt 
ra expura from preſent ruine) who are yet in their fins, 
23" 5A and have therefore no ſuch intereſt with God, 
ml © to prevail with him, to be thus gracious and mer- 
ciful unto them. | 

Therefore he ſaid, he would deſtroy them, had not 
Moſes his choſen ſtood before him in the breach, to 
turn away his wrath , left he ſhould de$froy them, 
Pſal. 106. 23- And Ifa. 65. 8. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
as the new wine is found in the cluſter, and one ſaith, 
aeflroy it not, for a bleſſing ts in it: ſo will 1 do 
for my ſervants ſake, that I may not aeFtroy them all. 
For his Ele&s ſake, the Lord in judgement, 
thinks thoughts of mercy, towards a very vile 
and finful people, who ceaſe not to go on in wayes 
Temperar Deics Of rebellion againſt kim ; and herein he deals with 
p<nzs,uee- wicked men, that do but cumber the ground, as if 
{c#4:p/4113 one had reſolved to pull up a barren Vineyard, and 
lat. Marlorat quite Jay it waſte, yet ſhould nevertheleſs refrain 
IOC. in part, becauſe of ſome choice fruitful Plants that 

are found in It. | 
If there had but been ten Righteous Perſons in 


Sodom, 


—_.. 
Sodom, the Lord promiſed his ſervant _Mbreham, 
that he would not deſtroy it for tens ſake." And it is 
worth our obſcrvation, that the Lord never left off © 25:3: 
granting, till Abraham left off asking mercy, for 
that people. This may encourage the righteous a- 
mong us, to continue in prayer, and not to ceaſe 
pleading with God for mercy to this ſinful land of 
our nativity. Ye that make mention of the Lord, kee 
not fulence ; Aud give him no reſt till he. eſtabliſh, dpi 
aud till he make Jeruſalem (till he make England) a #5 (i. e.) qui 
praiſe in the earth. _ ovate 
I have done with the two firſt Heads for confirs 
mation. | 
In the next place, If we conſider thoſe waitin 3. 
judgments, which (after the removal of the righte= Con/ider 11+ 
ous) like a ſwift torrent, have broken in upon the 721"5 fore 
. ungodly, the truth of the Propoſition, will yet be low after the 
more fully manifeſted. "——__ of the 
No ſooner was Noah got intothe Ar&,but God ſent £;.,” IL: 
ſuch a deluge of water, as {wept away the wicked | 
Inhabitants of the earth; The flood-gates of heaven 
are ſct open, and the fountain of the great depths 
broken up, and unavoidable deſtruRion ruſheth in, 
upon the ſinners of the old world. . | 
In the very ſame day that Zoz ſet foot out of $S- 
dom, came ſuch a ftorm of fire and brimſtone upon 
thoſe Cities, that in a few hours entomb'd them 
m their own-aſhes, and left them as ſtanding mo- 
numents of the Lords wrathfu] indignation, upon 
ungodly wretches, to the end of the world. 
-Not long after good KingTFo/iah was taken away, 
the Kingdom of Tuda/ tumbled down apace, the 
peo- 


Ifa. 71. "yp 


( 46 
people ofthe Land: was carried into captivity, 'and 


all went to wrack with them; thus the Lord in mer- 


cy, many times takes away the righteous from the 


evil to come ; he dorh with them, as men are wont 


to do-with their corn inthe held, when it is catch- 
ing weather, they are carefulto get it into their 


barns, before the rain fall ; ſo Gbd took away Fo- 
fiah before the diſmal deftrucgion of that people, as 


he had promiſed, 2 K:72. 22. 19, 20. 

. When the Righteous had left Fernu/alem, and 
were gone to Pell/a,as they had been warned of God, 
the City is preſently taken and as great wrath is 


poured forth upon that people, as ever was upon. 


any Nation 1n the world befides, nay none like un- 


to it, according to the prognoſtick of our bleſſed 
Saviour, at. 24. 21- So that they might juſtly 


take up the like complaint with thezr forefathers in 
their Babyloniſh captivity, and a more bitter lamen- 
ration (if they could find words to expreſsj it) 
then that we read of, Zam. 1.12. 7s it nothing to 
you, all ye that paſs by? behold and ſee, if there be 


any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, which # doxe unto 


me,wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me, in the day of 


his fierce anger. 

Methuſelih the longeſt-liv'd Patriarch, dyed the 
year before the Flood;St. Auſtin was raken away by 
death immediately before Zippo was facked by the 
Pandals : and the death of St. Ambroſe, was the 
fore-runner of the ruine of 7ralz. I have ſome- 
where read an obſervation of Luther, that all the 
Apoſtles died, before the deſtruction of Jernſalenr, 
except John; and Lnther himſelf diced a little 
before 


p 
j 


T7.) 

before the wars began in Germany. 
f# It bodes no good to a State, when God picks 
ſuch choice, principal Plants out of it ; Surely this 
ſpeaks the Lords intention to take away the hedge 
of his Vineyard, and to lay it waſte. It was a fign 
that Sampſon meant, to pull. down the houſe on the 
Philiſlins heads, when he attempted to tir the Pil- 
lars ; and when God takes away the Pillars and 
Supporters of a Nation, certainly he intends it no 
good ; 'tis greatly to be feared, that he is already 
come ont of his place, to puniſh the Inhabitants of the 1a. 26. 21. 
Earth for their Iniquitys 

Thus I have given inthe poof of the Propoſition 
by ſome argumentative conſiderations, which be. 
ing twiſted together, will make a ſtrong cord, ſuf- 


| ficient to draw any that have ſtaggered in the be- 


lief of this particular, to a firm per{waſton of the 
great uſe and furtherance of Righteouſneſs , for the 
exaltation of a Nation. 

But it may now be quzryd, where is that Quer. 
Righteouſneſs tobe found, that exalteth a'Nation, 
or who is to be accounted Righteous ? For 
there be many that are meer 'pretenders to 
Righteouſneſs, and Oh! who but they are 
the people of God, becauſe they are of this, 
or the other Perſwaſh 0m, and yet they are ve- 
ry Hypocrites, 4 Generation of Diſlemblers, E- 
nemies to the State , that will live quictly no 
where. 

This is the cenſure many give the Profeſſors Anſw 
of Religion, and thoſe who are of that temper, 
deſervedly incurre a ſevere cenſure. As for ſuch, 

G2 | 
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Perulamiſy-; 1 heartily wiſh their Vizards were pluckt :off, that 

-meeſinjanie, they might appear in. their own colours: >But let 

poncorury, =" us take heed 'of miſſing. the right mark, by 

2 an taking 4 wrong ain. of cenſ{uring choſe for Hypo- 

debacc2ari. ryifes, Whom the Lord knows to be Righteors 5 For 
by paſſing wrong judgmeut,” we may condemn the 
Generation of Gods Children. 

When I ſpeak in the deſerved praiſe of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and in the juſt commendation of the 
Righteous,. I am no Advocate .for FatZior, Sides 
and Parties, who ſeek their own ends,.and are E- 
nemies to the peace of the Gofpel; But I plead for 
ſuch as fear God, and honour the King, That mans 

If the Romans Pjety may be much ſuſpected , who ſpends his 
ia ſo gw iq Zeal in crying up a Party : The good old, 1 
value thi word ying up Y * & $004 01d-NAIME O 
Quirites Chriſtian, let us honour and 'preſerve ; but. for 
- 4-6 reahsE other names , that rend to the aividing way, 
the wofd Chri- let them. be for ever buried in oblivion, let them 
ſtan? not be ſo much as once named among Chriſti- 
ans. 

It was a notable laying of a veryReverend Biſhop, 

By. Hall pax Dammentur ad imum nſque barathrum, illa nominum 

terris. opprobria, Latheranorum, (alvinianorum, &c. que 
fidei ejuſdem profeſſoribus vulzo objettari ſolent. Let 
thoſe names of Lutherans, Caluiniſts, Xc. (which arc 
objected by way of reproach and ſcorn, to the profeſſors 
of the ſame faith) be ſent back to the loweſt hell from 
whence they came. 

The great fundamental Articles of Faith, be- 
lievingly meditated on, breed good bloud and ſpi- 
rits, but moſt of the controverſies that bave been ſo 


eagerly agitated among ns, do but fill the heads 


of 
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w of men with an .airy kind of Religion , which 
i prepares thcir hearts for. infidelity and down- 
richt Atheiim. This is a fad truth, -well 
known to all conſidering perſons : Since our late 
unhappy Diviftons, Atheiſm hath ſo wonder- 
fully increaſed and abounded in all places, that 
we mav juſtly fear ( as holy Mr. Greenham once 
did ) this Nation to be in greater danger, of being 
deſiroyed by Atheiſm, then by Popery :. God deliver: 
us {rom bota. | | 
But. to give a dire& Anſwer to the Query ; 
there are ſeveral] peculiar Characters. of a righte- 
ous man, which time will not now permit me to: 
infiſt on ;; | ſhall therefore ſet him before you, 
with that Scripture badge and cognizance, which. 
St. Fohe hath put upon him, 1 Evi. 3. 7. He that 
doth righteonſaeſs, is righteoms ; he that dothgrighte- 
ouſnefs, not in a legal ſence, (there is no ſuch 
man to be found upon the face of the earth ) but 
| in an Evangelical ſence, and thus he that ſincerely 
endeavours , alwayes to keep a. conſcience void of Afs 24. 16 
offence, toward God and toward man; that leads a i Tin. 3, 2. 
| quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty ; 
| | He that is carefull to obſerve all things which the 
| Lord hath commanded in both Tables : this is the 
perſon ro whom righteouſneſs may be rightly 
aſcribed. But as for. thoſe, that are intoxicated 
| with errors, will be drunk wich wine and ſtrong- 
| drink, who prophane the Sabbath, ſwear, curſe, 
and blaſpheme rhe holy and tremendous name of 
| God, that turn a{ide the needy from judgment, and. 
Vs take away the right from the poor, that go beyond, 
ps 6 | 7 or 
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thing not to be mentioned, much leſs to be practi- 


iow degree of holineſs, but of extraordinary, ex- | 
cellent, raiſed grace ; ſo when it is taken for the 
contrary, (as here it is in the judgment of the 
moſt and beſt Expofitors I have met with) it im- 
ports not a little crime, or ſome ſmall offence, but 
that which is moſt notorious and highly pro- 
voking, as Paulus Fagirs hath obſerved, from 
Levit. 20. 17» 4 

And Mercer reads the word in that place, abo- 
minatio, or res nefanaa, an horrid wickedneſs, a 


os, : Dh 
ſed : Thus we are to underſtand it in the Text, 


viF. that ſin ( eſpecially that capital crying fin 
of injuſtice, which 1s here chicfly pointed at) is a 
very great and heinous reproach, arid an high pro- 
vocation. to the pure eyes of the holy God ; The 
Lord trieth the righteous, but the wicked awd hin 9.11. 5. 
that loveth wiolence, his ſoul hateth : And better it 
is to have all tne world to hate us, then- God to 
hate us. | | 
So now then, the beauty and benefit of Righte- 
on/neſs, will yet appear more amiable and deſfira- 
ble, by diſcovering to you the deformity and danger contraria jux- 
of fin; for as Logicians obſerve, Contraries do my. i {* poſta 
tally illuſtrate each other ; fo 'tis here. I — 
Righteouſneſs exaltetb, lifts up a Nation on high, 
and makes it happy ; but fiz, like a talent of lead Z<<+ 5. 8. 
in the Ephab, finks it down and makes it miſera- 
ble; They were brought low for their iniquity, 
Pſal. 106. 4.3. Kiebteou(ne(s is the defence of a Na- 
tion ; Sin leaves a people naked, and expoſeth 
them to ſcorn and ruine : Righteouſneſs is as a Pl 147: 6: 


ſtrong 


(5 
ftrong wall, or well taked hedge about a people ; 
Sin is as 4 bowing wall or tottering fence : Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs are the Pillars of a Nation, 
that ſupport and bear it up, and keep it from 
falling: Sin is like that great wind from the Wil- 
derneſs, that ſmites the four corners of the houſe, 
and makes it to tumble upon the heads of thoſe 
that are within it ; The houſe of the wicked ſhall be 
overthrown, but the tabernacle of the righteous ſhall 
- flouriſh, Prov. 14. 11, | © 

Agzin, for the ſake of righteous ones, the Lord 
beſtows ( as you have already heard ) thoſe great 
bleſſings of Trath, Peace, Plenty, Vifttory over enc- 
mies, and preſervation from ruine and deftruttion, 
upon a Nation ; theſe and many more arc the 
{ſweet fruits of righteouſneſs. But now all manner 
of deſtzuctive evils, as famine of Bread, and famine 
of the Word, Wars, cruel bondage , Pceftilence, 
Fire, diſhonour and reproach, are the curſed pro- 
ducts of tin, the bitter effects of thoſe works of the 
fteſh, which che Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Ga/.5.19,20,21. 

Thus 1s fin 4 reproach to any people. = 
Accepit varia Yin is that , which makes Kingdoms deſolate, 
mes and bereaves them of all their power, greatneſs, 
calamitates. and renown } Whepn Ephraim ſpake trembling, he 


_ WY exalted himſelf in Iſrael ; but when he offended in 


us, Grotius. Baal, he died, Hol. 12. t. 
Ic is fin that hath diveſted and diſrobed many 
flouriihing Nations of their excellency and glory, 
Jer. 25.9. that hath made them become a curſe, and an afto- - 
niſhment, an hiſſing and perpetual deſolation ; fin 
hath unjoynted and broken aſunder the confede- 
Y | 


racies, 


EL 


a Nation, however he is ſpoken againſt by the un- 


tnimicus nemini, multo minus Imperatort; A true 
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racies, and ſocicties of all creatures ; Itis the great 

»ake-bate inthe world, the cauſe of all that Ataxie 

and Diſorder, of that Stubborneſs and Rebellion, 

of thoſe Errors and Divifions, ofthoſe Fightings, 

Brawlings and Vexatious Law-ſates, which are to , COR 

be found in Church and State : all theſe Evils, and James 4. :. 

abundance more ( which I cannot now ſtand to 

mention ) are the miſchievous conſequences of fin. 
I have done with the Illuſtration of the Text, ler 

us now {ce what Uſe is tobe made of it; and having 

endeavoured to give a /ight to the Text by Explica- 

tion, I ſhall now proceed to the /zfe of a Sermon, 

which is the Application. | 
Firſt then, Henes we may be Informed, who are _ 

the bef, and who arc the worſt Members of a State, - ae: 

who are the moſt profitable, and who are the mot 

wjurious, tothe Nation in which they live. Un- 

righteous ones cry out againſt the Righteous, when 

2s they themſelves do the moſt miſchief, as the ; 

-00d Prophet juſtly retorted the crimination upon - = 

Ahab himſelf, 1 Kings 18. 17,18, One Sinner (ſaith -"*..  __- 

Solomon ) deſtroyeth much good ; how much more 

then a rabble of Rebellious Sinners, who are con- 


tinually provoking the great God to anger, with 1. : 

their crying fins, and with their curſed abomi- s . 

nations ? _ | 3 
They, and they only that fear God, will ho- 

nour the King, in a Scripture ſence. The Righte- 


ous man-is the beſt Inftrument, for the exalting of 


Applic 


godly, for ( as one ſaith truly of him ) Chriftienns 


Chri- 


*  bonorem exhi- 


tere nelue- Kiog ) but the children of Belial acſpiſed him. | 
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Chriſtian is an enemy to no man, much leſs to the 
King: He obeys for Conſcicnce jake, and from a 
principle of the icar 0; God ( who requires a (ub- 
j<tion to the higher powers ) ke is ſubje& and 
obedient; He ſnbm1ts to every ordinance of maa for 
the Lords ſake, whether it be to the King as ſupreme, 
or unto Governours, as unto them that are jent by 
: Pere2.1 3-14. hims,, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
| praiſe of them that do well ; for ſo is the will of God, 
that with well doing he may put to filence the i2no- 

rance of fooliſh men. | 
Hic videms They whoje hearts the Lord had touched, joyned 
eos qui Sault (emfelves with Sar/ _ ( when he was anointed 


runt,T 110%" 1 G42, 10. 26, 27> 
tum il munns { : : . 
recuſorunt, d 41 # m0 wonacr ( ſaid our late great and graci- 
Spiriu Santo 0us King ) if men not fearing God, ſhould not honour 
Lotaris, Ac [t- 


los Bibal *ie ) Fer King, they will eaſily contemn ſuch ſhadows of 
mequam & in God, who reverence not thit ſupreme and adorable 
19 nba Majeſty, in compariſon of whom, all the glory of men 
Caly. in loc. 4d Argels is but ob(cnrity. | 
An unrighteous man can never be a good Sub- 
j:x, and profitable member for promoting the 
Weal pib.ique : For, | 

I.  T. If he be prophane, he will dothe King more 
diſſervice by his lawleſs praQices, then ever he can 
do him ſervice, from thoſe loyal principles, which 

. he isa great pretender to : Or, 

2. 21y. !t he be FaQtious, he will ftrike at Magi- 
Rtracy under the cloak of Piety, and that Rebellion 
may not appear bare-fac'd, he will mask it with 
Religion: Or, 


. ; 3ly. If 
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35) Me 
3ly. If he be covetous, and in ſome publique 3 RE 
r imployment, and Office of Truſt, he will be ſure : 
0G to drive on his own Intercſt, without any regard 
JJ ro the honour of the King, or profit of the King- 
] dom ; Covetouſneſs ( which is the root of all evil ) r Tim. 6. 10, 
makes the-Courts of Judicature, magna latrocinia, © 
places of great Robbery, as St. Auſtin ſpeaks. 
The next Uſe is for Exhortation ; and, here let Of 2. 
us all be exhorted and perſwaded, ( and O ! that Ro 
God himſelf would effeQtually perſwade us, by the 
power of kis bleſſed Spirit ) to love righteouſneſs, 
' and to hatcall manner of unrighteouſneſs, zo have 

i | no fellowſhip with the unfruitfull works of darkneſs, ep. s. 11. 
ſ 
| 


but rather to reprove them: To follow that which 
is good, and' not that which is evil. He that doth ; tp. john rr. 
31 good, is of Gods but he that doth evil, hath not 
= | ſeen God. 
4 | This is a duty that nearly concerns all men, 
Th both high. and low, rich and poor : There's none , ne wer 2g 
| ſo poor, but he may contribute ſomething toward that hath »» 
| the welfare and happineſs of the Kingdom ; he is Ne fes Fen 
to lift and liſt again, by bis prayers and trars, for bave Honey in 
the Exeltation of it ; and theſe are powerfull ” 594. 
al. means, which will wonderfully prevail with God, 
for the obtaining of mercy, and finding prate to help, Heb, 4. ulr. 4 
tn time of need. _— | 
This poor ſinfull. Nation ( through the good- 
neſs of God, for his Servants ſake) hath for many 
years paſt, been miraculouſly preſerved, as the 
Buſh in the midZt of barnings : Aſter many waſting, . . 
Judgments inflicted on us, by Sword, Peſtilence:; - 
. and Burnings, the Lord hath not (bleſſed be his 
| 1 2 great 


Pſa). 4. 5+ 


Fer, 18, 20, 


(56 
oregt name) broken us from being a'people, for 
he yet waits to be gracious to us: But when we 
cenfider the reſult of former deliverances. is to 
commit greater abominations ſtill, may we not 
juſtly fear, that God hath a farther controverſie 
with this Land, even ſuch an one, as ſhall make 
it to mourn once more, and lay us lower, then 
ever we have been caft down under former 


preſſures ? 


We may be ſecure, but we can never be ſafe, 
while we go on in our fins, negleQting 79 offer 


the ſacrifices of righteouſneſs, and to put our traſt in 


the Lord. 

What though Judgments have left us in a great 
meaſure, if we have not left our fins, theſe will 
cauſe us to paſs under the rod again, and 
will certainly make us more miſerable : pox 


' the hand of the Lord fhill find out all his ene- 


mies, bis right hand ſhall find out thoſe that 
hate him. 

Come forth then, ye righteous ones, and with 
one ſhoulder, endeavour the ſupportation of 
a tottering Nation : Oh? labour to heal the 
breaches thereof, for it ſhaketh ; Stand before 
the Lord, to ſpeak good for us, and to turn away 
his wrath from ws, as the good Prophet dig 
for a very wicked and ungratefull people, 
Fer. 18. 20. 

Sin hath made many a wide gap, for Divine 
vengeance to enter in, and to lay us waſte 3 Oh ! 
bring righteouſneſs along with- you, to make up 
the hedge, to repair our ruiues. 

And 


= -- 
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And firſt of all, I humbly crave leave, to dire 7. £1191iss 
this Exhorration to you ( my Lords) who are to fit #ra»c/e4. 

in Judgment. You very well know, that the place © 74%: . 
of Juſtice is an hallowed place, and therefore is to 

| be preſerved from Scandal and Corruption, no un- 
righteouſneſs ſhould come there, if it do, it will 

make ſtravge work, and horribls confuſion, like 
Elements, when. they are out of their proper 

places. £ 

Injuſtice in Judges, idleneſs in Miniſters, un- 
faithfulneſs in Stewards,and .mpiety in Profeſſors, me __ 
are exceeding loathſome and abominable tranſ; erel- _ _ 
fions ; I pray God the guilt of none of thele fing nt peccan- 
may clcave to our fouls. on Pons 

I beſcech you ( »y Lords) put forth your help. 
ing hands, for the rouling away of our reproach. 

You are called the Shezlds of the Earth, be pleaſed 

to uſe your beſt care and diligence, to ſafeguard 

and defend us from thoſe that riſe up againtt us, 

that the wicked may not prevail, nor #he enemies of Pial. 74. 10. 
God any longer blaſpheme his name. 

You are called Fathers, this minds you of in- 
couraging and praifing thoſe that do well, and of 
the juſt ſeverity you are to ſhew ( yet in love, that 
mercy may be in the heart, when juſtice is in the 
hand ) againſt the ſtubborn and diſobedient. You 
are alſo termed Gods and Seviours,- the Lord hath 
honored you with his own Name and Titles, and 
hath put ſome beams of his Authority upon you, 
let this high dignity, oblige you to the frequent 
exerciſe of Righteouſneſs and Judgement, in imi- 
eating of your great Exemplar, For #he Righteous 
5 4 Lord. 


Pſa). 82, x. 
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( 58” 
Dial. 11.75 Lord loveth Righteouſneſs : his countenance doth be- 
hold the upright, 
You are in a double capacity of doing us good, 
Vid Polani 1. 24+ A Chriftians. and as Magiſtrates; and you 
Syntag. 22;9.; Nave a twofold Rule to walk by, the Law of God, 
2240. and the eftabliſhed Laws of the Lana; you are to 
conſult both, and farſt of all, let the Law of God 
be your Counſellor, your chifeft care ſhould be 
Prepfera for Religion ; for thoſe Laws are prepoſterous, 
ſunt leges, qua which neglecting the right of God, do provide 
negletts Det only for men ( as learned Calvin hath well obſer- 
een. ved.) What an honour and glory will itbe ( my 
ſelunt. Calv. Lords ) to thoſe: venerable hory hoary heads of 
intuc.-4.0-2. ours, if they be found in a way of Righteouſneſs? 
God grant they may. Be inftruted therefore ye 
Pal. 2.10,11, Judges of the Earth: zo ſerve the Lord with fear in 
the conceruments of his Church, and your King and 
Country with faithfulneſs in State affairs. 
| Secondly, I would commend Righteouſneſs to 
2. TotheFuſi- you, our honourable and worſhipful Juſtices, as a 
cer of the Peace yery choice Friend and Companion, which will 
be hughly advantagious unto you, and in you, to 
us, and will get you more honor in the Country, 
then moroſeneſs, paſſion, or partiality can do ; Be 
pleaſed therefore to think Righteouſneſs worthy of 
your acquaintance, as that wich will cxalt you, 
and the Nation alſo, but $7» will be a reproach un- 
ro both. | 
3. ToLawyers,, Thirdly, If Lawyers would be perſwaded, to ob- 
BS | ſerve this Ruie of Righteouſneſs, and to do to o- 
rhers, as they themſelves would be done by, they 
ſhould .find more comfort in being juſt ard hone, 


then 


Prov. 16. 31. 


599) 
then in being po/itick and ſubtile ; and the Fees they 
receive in the defence of Truth, will do them more 

good, thn then times as much, in making a bad 
| Cauſe ſeem good, and a good Cauſe ſeem bag : It 

was a wicked ſaying of a profane ſpirited man, He Keviſſun a 
that will not-venture his body, ſhall never be a ſtout 1yvyce. 
man, and be that will not venture his ſeal, ſhall never 

be rich. Surely the wretched ſinner would find this. 
_ a deſparate venture , When he came to thruſt his 

bead into the other world : For Riches profit not in pegy, ir 
the day of wrath, but Righteouſneſs delivererh from 

death. | 

Fourthly, As for you that are to be of the Grand 4. 7th-Grand 

Inqueſt, or of any other Jury,or ſhall be brought in "2": 

as Witneſs in any Cauſe; Remember (l pray you ) 
that you are to Swear 72 Trath, in Tudement and Jer 
in Righteouſneſs, and ſo to proceed according: to 
your Oath. ( 1.) You Swear in Tr7ath, and there-" 
fore whatſoever is affirmed or denyed by you, muſt 
truly, and for a certainty be: affirmed or denied : 
You are to Swear | ( ſuch is the form of the Oath ) 
the Truth, the whole Truth, ana nothing but the ee 
Truth. ( 2+) You Swear in Tudgment (1.6. ) well cpirur pt 
weighing , and. adviſedly confidering ,. what it is gri-ate cordis, 
you are to Swear, and who it is by whom you Ts 006. 
are to Swear; not taking an. Oath hand over head, 

vainly and ralhly, but ſo as you may have comfort 

in performing that great Duty aright, in making 

known the Truth, and putting an end to ſome 

oreat doubt and controverſie. (3. ). You are to 

Swear in Righteouſneſs, ( q. d. ) there muſt be a 
juſt cauſe of your Swearing, and that which is a- 

grce> 
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greeable to the will of God : And be ſure you con- 
ceal nothing, which your Oath obligeth you to 
make known, left you bring upon you the flying 

roll of curſes threatned Zech. 5. 4. | 
I have read a notable paſſage of a meer moral 

man, which is very well- worth your imitation ; 
vetjuercy This perſon being deſired by a Friend to teſtifie a 
ds. Lye, which he was to avouch by an Oath, he 
returned this ſerious anſwer; 7 am your Friend 
( faith he) zo the Altar, i. e. as far as Conſci- 
ence, Religion, and honeſty will permit, bur no 
_ farther. | | 

5. T Minifers Fiſthly, In the laſt place, let us be exhorted 
( Fathers and Brethren ) who are Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, and Preachers of Righteouſneſs, to 
C prattice righteouſneſs, as well as preach it, to be 
Enſamplcs to our Flocks, and not only to ſhew 
them the way, but alſo to walk before them in it ; 
that when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, we may 

receive 4 crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

4, _ Thus wc have all of us our duty /aid down be- 
Righoaſucf fore us, let us now be perſwaded to take it up, and 
is meft congru- to put it into ſpeedy praftice : And for this end, 
ou; r00%7 F'9* we may conſider theſe following Motives. 
feſſion. | . 
Chriftianusin - 1. Righteouſneſs is moſt congruous and ſuita- 
eco ſeen? £18 £0 our Profeſſion: Whata Chriftian? and ag 
tiis ſuis inſer- Unrighteous man? A Chriſtian? and a proud 
,viens, berrens, man ? A Chriſtian ? and a Drunkard? A Chri- 
ow Pres ftian? and a common Swearer?. A Chriftian ? 
cenſetor coram and an Atheiſt ? What a reproachfull thing is 
Deo. vid, = this? If fin be a reproach to any people, much 


1 Pet. 5. 4. 


ven. in Col, 


Pp: 205. more to a Chriſtian people. 
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righteous Chriſtian ; a ſober Heathen, then a 


61) bigs, | 
juſt Heathen, then an un- 
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It is better to be a 


drunken Chriftian; a chaſt Heathen, then an 
unclean Chriftian, *'Twould be better poſterity 
ſhould never know ſuch perfons lived inthe world, 
then to know us by ſuch reproachful names. Yir- 
tutis ſtragulam pudefacis, Thou putte## honeFty to 
open ſhame , ſaid Diogenes to Antipater , who being 
exceeding vicious, wore a white cloak, the emblems of 
LLI1LDe 

It was a great reproach to the Jew, when an X» c11dane 
Heathen told him, that he would not believe him, ri Fw 
though he ſwore, 4s God ſhall help me : And Martial, _ 
St. Paul tells thoſe of the Circumcifion, that the Rom. 2. 24. 
name of Goda was bleſphemed among the Gentiles, 
by that unagrecablencſs that was betwixt their 
practice, and their Law. So now it may be ſaid 
of us, that the name of Chriſt is blaſphemed ,, , , 
among the Turks and Heathens, by the vile and 3: «# -_aP2 oY 
ſcandalous lives of us, who.call our ſelves Chriſti. #*7 -nju 19m ©» 
ans, and particularly in this fin of injuftice ; for jj; aiſcipute.s "i 
ſhame, let us at laſt endeavour, to wipe off this Salv.1.4.p.149 
reproach from our Profefſion , by leaving theſe Vid. Whole . 
praiſes, that do ſo much offend God, and all mpg _ 
go0d men. 

2. The welfare and happineſs of the Nation, =. or. 
very much depends upon our being righteous : So IE 
long as the people of 7/7ae/ had juſt Judges, and pruds onrigh- 
righteous Kings to rule over them, all things went **ovſner. 7 
well with them, as it is ſaid of Faudah, 2 Chron. 5: 
II. 12. But when they forſook their God, and © = 
caſt his Laws behind their backs, they became a 

[= | ſcorn, 


eg OS Zoo 
Jp Ha 


i ſcorn, and a derifion, to all that were round 'about 
Cs zhem, and though they were Gods own heritage, 
rum reſpub. yet did he give them-to reproach,. and the Hea- 
Os then ruled over them-. Le" 3G 
"5 2640 Tg The Lacedemonians flouriſhed mightily , till 
rrinam _ their Ephori were deaf to the-cryes of the oppreſ- 2 
2/377 Bip : ſed, and: ſuffered Juſtice to fall in the Streets, neg- . 
ſubditoram in- ]eting to punilh'notorious crimes ; and then that - 
fan Fpbor! -State ina ſhort time dwindled to nothing, 

ir 14 4 ju . | 
neglexerunt. So | might inftance in Ree, and- other famous: | 
Plurarcn. Empires and- Kingdoms in the world; whilſt they 
Vera jufitia followed but the [hadow of jaſtice-(for theirs was == 
019 + pa no better, having no true knowledge of God) they 
ET proſpered , and became-formidable ; bur as the 
Borg; Chriftus people decayed in . morality and- good manners, 
"Sag oy fo the Kingdoms decayed in their might and 


orcatneſs. | _—_ ” 


3. Mot. 3- Our own particular happineſs lyes this way, E 1 
| hems ee 45 in the way of righteoulnets ; Prov. 12. 28. 1s «"F* 
_, on righ- the way of righteouſneſs is life, ana in the path way | 
reonſneſi.9 thereof, there is no death: If any think of going to : th: - 
beaven ſome other way, and not: in the way of _ ES 
Scalam privies, Fightcoulnels, | {hallſay to that man, as Conſtantine } 
 E ſolus aſcen- laid to Aceſies the Novatian Heretick, Erect thee 3 
dits. 4 Ladder,'aud go np alone by thy ſelf. = 
= opts 4- All things are naked and opened unto the eyes —_— 
r995S A Gd. of him with whom» we bave to do; Let us conſider 
Heb. 4.13. thisalſo; we may hide our actions from men, but 
hd ag) . We can never hide them from the all-ſceing cyc 
L  abe. of God ; For the darkneſs anda the light are both 
=> _ m alike to him; Hu eyes are in every place, beholding 
6: Jer. 16. 179, #he evil, and the good. | 
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If judgment at any time ſhould be prevertrd a 
falſe Oath taken, and wrong evidence brought in, Prov. :1. rt. 
the holy God fecth and takes notice of it, and Ln. 

| for all theſe things will he bring fixners into TF udge- Ecclef. rr. 9. 

-$- ment. 

; 5. Laftly, We muſt die and come to judgement, 5. 44: 

| The time is coming when wee mu#t all appear before **, _ je 

FT the Tudgment ſeat of (hrift, that every one may re- judgment. 

ceive the things done in his body, according to that. he : 

hath done, whether it be good or bad, 1 Cor. 5. 10, 12 

11. Then ſhall ye return and diſcern between the ks Jedinive 

- . righteous and the wicked, between him that ſerveth -— =——_ 

God aud him that ſerveth him not. Mal. 2. 18. wy 

Now fora cloſe of all; As we would preſerve 7 conclufion, 
the reputation, and honour of our Chriſtiaa Religi- 
gion; As we deſire the exaltation and happineſs 
of this Nation, and would have it a quict Habitati- 

on; As we love our own ſouls, and hope for eter- 
nal Salyation, As we fear to fin againſt an holy 

and juſt God, who is acquainted with all our ways; 

+ As we deſire comfort in a dying hour, at the day of 

4. © judgement, and to all eternity: Let vs be perſwaded 
1 to walk by the Rule of Righteouſneſs, to deal juſt. 
ly, and honefily with all perſons; zo let our light Mat. 5-16. 
ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee our good works, 
and glovifie our Father which is in Heaven, 7 | 

Then ſhall xlory awell in our land, mercy andtruth Pal. 85.9,10. 
ſhall meet together, righteouſneſs aud peace ſhall kiſs 
each other. | 

And this ſhall be onr rejoycing, theteFimony of our 
conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not 
with fl-ſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we have -- 

| had our converſation in the world. w 
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